Examination 0! 


\ 
P 


INTITULED- 


Humane REASON. 


. 


By A. 4.3 Countrey-Gentleman. 


es, Printer £0 the U- K 


fry, for Henry Dickinſon. L 
a ookſeller, 1 075» | 3 


Printed by F. Haye 


Pee. A 


$1] 
Bo 


544 vv 


Puain-Dealing: 
"OK, = : :) C <o 


A tall Pa particular 
Examination of a ; 
late Treatiſe, intituled E 


Humane Reaſon. © K 


His little Pampliler, called Hu-. 
FT mance Reaſon, bro into my” ; 
mind that ſaying of the Mora-- 
liſt, that every ' thing hath cwo. 
Handles. For if ttbe true of any 
thing, it is true of this Book. 

Leſt therefore it ſhould be taken by the: 
wrong Handle, and ſo prove miſchievous, I 
have. choughr fit ( becauſe the Author: will. 

| Fe 


Not. 


= 
firable 


Wh 


4 | may y Gan himſelf, and may free himſelf by 


Led his in 10ns, 
ny tO Taber bord 
Gare to ineſs, and to communicate the 


effes. of this ſearch to ethers, if he thought 
2 might be profitable 3 which it ſeems he doch 
think in that he hath publiſhed this Traftate. 

Before" I po arhs; T'will tell this Ger 
a ror , bywtuch he ſhall ſee how pro- 


Travell 
ger, pkg 


ſqur5,” 
once where I was a meet ſtran- 


Town, who after he had once or ence look'd 
wiſely. about him ; and ory ately 
ſcratch'd his noddle, told me 1muſt go by the 
Eſq; his houſe, radi hier 

ou: nay ine ( Sir) that Was" yery 
well nd ine way by this Anſwer and 


| truly ( Sir) you muſt pardon me if-1;ehink 
the moſt of Men no. better inform'd inf wh 


to Happineſs by that direion whith;( 
your conſideration ) you have found out, and 
propoled:to them, 
For.2ll that you have ſaid comes to no: more 
then. this, that every one mutt ___ right 
ealon 


[4 of a.lufty 'Fellow- Ihapned to | 
Meet withall, which was {the way to the next 


IE pays as ales ae, a0 need. 
haye a berter eyeſight, then is/ ip us by he | 
fall of our, firſt. Forefather : bus JOY this 7 
conſideration ( (Prralong nd ious debate | 
Foo: 28.5his Je ag eth, jp: 7 hp wing 
no.other Guideto him but is own rang T 2} 
"mult confeſs L amnotable for mylife to poder 2 
ſtand. For I cannot apprehend t | 
better Guide, but the very 
us by the Fall ofour firſt For know -. 
of no other Guide that was refer after this 
Fall but Humane Reaſon, wherefore by tel- 
ling us that we had great need haye a better 
Guide the Author himſelf hath refuted: his 
whole Book; forthen we have need of a bet- 
' tex Guide then Humane Rea wes Thus/Truch 
will out ſometimes in ſpight of a mans 
teeth, - 
For true it is, that our Reaſon got fo great 
2 bruiſe by that Fall, that to luppole (with 
this Gentleman ) that every | man's Reaſon 
A 4 ſhould 


Sy falls we ſhall cath Lark ' So that-our 
pmol primer rats Reaſon 
doth confift , ſeems to be as ridiculous” 2 
Guide 25 he that ſhould give a man that is to 


travel ina yery intricate and nnbearen way, of 


whuch he knows not one ſtep, no orher dire- 
Clions bus this, go your righe way and you 
flat be fine » 20 Cotne (aſe to. your Journeys 
end; andachis direQtion and ſuppoſal areno 
kk lefs Eroe-rny ſo 1 with with' all my heart 


en + intheir conſe 


(+ Now de ob Ber agg to i Orders, and-So- 
'  - Cleties, T ſhall endeayourto demonſtrate by 
plain'inffances. + 
For if every mart muſt make uſe of no other” 
Guide but his own Reaſon ( ſuppoſe in caſes. 
that concern _ life and eſtate ) and muſt take 
- diretions onely from himſelf, thoſe two Ho- 
nourable pr on, ons of Law and Phyſick,would 
be altogether uſeleſs to mankind, and unpro- 
. fitable to the Profeſſors : but becauſP it is im- 
=o” that every man ſhould have time, or 


e, parts, or conyeniency to underſtand 
either 
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Door :1acalcs proper:to. 

bao hg rr Ch er Atthes Toh 
many. haye' been ; 

pay "Re :deceits of. others; there=- 
fore they; muſt have-no other Gnges 0.08008 
ſelves Drhguinn own Reaſons. HEE Es 
verb,, that, will — every wile man ah 
this concluſion, . viz. He zhat.is re by: 
bimfelſ. hath a Fool to bis 2M. Wemaſt: 
notfurely.chen- begoyen'd wc b our own: 
Reaſons excluſ vely akon Conralkoe telps 3: - 
for. this. would: at ca: all the: cuck 
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A fog al Sociey 


- to the Laws of any Society. 


of 14 EENS 
Learning W 
if [ron theſ.: advantages we could 


every man. wiſe enoul prtcern 
by his own Reaſon,” | | ial conkd ley 
Order, or Socigty be long- Sept = was 


every man reſolved ( with this Gentleman) 
to have no other Guide. © 
Thus put the Caſe in any cies whatever 
It it beCharter-houſe it Ke) the Maſter 
das I ſippoſe his daty ry $f Dern | 


_ thar the Laws and” Orders*of 


ſhould be preſerved, exectited and 'obeyed” by 
every Member of it, ſhould any peeyiſhper- 
ſon 1n it refuſe 'to pay obedience to them upon 

this pretence.thar he 1s to be guided only by his 
own Reaſon, T appeal 'to'ghis Author himſelf 


 -Whether he would befatisfiedwith this arifwer; 


or whetherhe would not(F it lay in his power) 
rurn ſuch a refraQory Fellow out'of his ſociety 
unleſs hedid conform himſelf tothe Orders and 
Statutes of 1t? If not it would be impoſſible for | 
him to maintain the Society : if he'would ex- 
pel him, heclearly proves 'thar the Principle 
on Which he ſeems to build his whole Book;'is 
not to be allow'd to any perſon thatis fubje&t 


If He 
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n 
Society, would ſoon. fignifie as-li 
| Governour mult be ſo. \ Judge. 2510, ns 
. thoſe Actions that are done SERrary: to the 


AY EOS Er am Þ 
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_ nefstothink ic indifferent whether the C 
be diffolved or upheld, or whether we: have 


ſhould. diſpute againſt the power and rivi- 
ledges of, pan Reaſons '- F 


- 2 two-edged: Sword ) on 


| on hn pe 4 
poder 6 of it d a oy limic-his 


Reaſon,, ſhall the Perſon hi 
yernour of the Society ? IF the 
then the limitations. ifie n 


Statutes and Orders of the place, the 
ſhould not the Governors of the Churc E 
lowed the ſame power ? I cannot 6:40) 
ſon atall unleſs we are arrived at EE 
hur 


any Religion in.our Nation or noneatall.- 2. 
L would not be: one of that: number: who '"Y 


or no man loves 
Realon better thenmy {elf : nor would I aflert 
any ſuch Priviledge to exempt menfrom Laws > 
or from the publick exerciſe of Religion. For 
Lthink nothing can be more unreaſonable -; and 
yet Iam deceived if I have nor proved thae 
this Aﬀſertion':( which 1s the whole ſum of our. 
Authors Book ) iis of that nature, | 
But h6 hath one killing Ar <q, chat: (like 
execution both 
ways , With. which he ſtrikes all dead Co 
are: 


4 _ wer then her Commands are agreeable to the: 


Say Rule peg For eEhurch & the 


denies this and aſſerts the Scripture to'berthe 


\ Rule of Faich can have no! Authozity- nor 


Ground for their Belicf of the Scripeure but 
the Authority of the Church : and therefore- 
we ought to. believe as on Church teacheth. 
us,. and not asthe 

But the Anfwer 1s not very hard to be made: 
w—_ Ramanifts, It 15 true indeed, the: rea- 


whyr we believe the four Goſpels -the-- 


Ns bethe Writings of thoſe _ 
= rſons,. whoſe N: Names they bear, muſt 
e they have been fo received by 
ol Ckarch mall Apges,. and the reafon why: 
we believe thoſe Miracles were done-as they 
arerelatediin Scripture, muſt be from the con- 
ſtant Teſtimony of the Univerſal Church, and. 
from theſe Miracles. we are ſure they were: 
written by _—_ inſpired by God,. and con=. 
ſTequently that they are the Rule by which we 
are to walk : Thus the Authority -of- the: 
Church onely leads us to the Es AS an: 
mfallible Rule, and leaves us to be gui- 
ded by them, and:not by the Church any-fur-. 


Come 
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Reaſon: one 


them,. by Whichiit confſſeeh charie ou = 
to be. guided... : 4 


If the Author ſhall now fay. that Thaw tak. =Þ 
ſaken-his Notion,,and that ys intentio\ in this | 
Book was onely to-bring Men into their canals. 
wits, and make Men: confider the : ; 
neſs of the ion of the-Churchof England, 
and c y conform themſelves toiie ;-T 
ſhalt ſay no more then-this -to- him;. that'T 
wiſh he had-made this Deſign more apparent;. 
that our Diſſenters might not haye Joyn'd in 
the nultake of his and havecconftrued: 
it to the-countenancing all-Diviſions * andithat 
he: had. nor given-by the whole contrivanee _ 
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| For Noel bak Rk 'M 
contrary W —_— q 
” juſtly ſuſpect adouble mind and joey doub 
* * dealings inche Author : burthis I muſt needs - | 
- Gy forhim, that he hath ingeniouſly contriv'd || > 
yt far (like an armed 4m30nian beauty). it e 
caſts a p look, and ſeems. to ſinile-upon 


eyety. one that looks on it, and Ys i Dau 4. 5; 
bour it the Inſtruments of death, - - 
_ . Lonely make this myr veſt to him, if = 
writes ; that he would ſhow the world 
more. his honeſty, though leſs. of; his inge- 
ouity; by. ſpeaking plain.cath, bur ay Ora- 
cles that may be interpreted: +0 comply with 
contradictions 3. and; left he ſhould muſtake my 
Deſign, 1 will deal plainly and tell him what 
It 1s, viz, to do the duty of an honeſt Eng- 
liſh Gentleman,and a good Chriſtian by doing 
my endeavours ( according to-my;ſmall abi- 
pr gd to prelerve the-Unty of the Church 
land into which: 1: was. baptized, I 
Neal erefore endeavour. to free the minds of 
all impartial Readers from thoſe miſtakes that 
ena ariſe from. this Book-I am: now exany» 
ning To which:end becauſe ſome may perhaps 
rawn into: a maze by reading it, (as the 
Author, was in writing it )- I ſhall endeayour 
- toſſhow them the way our of it, by. walking 
rg vwith. them ſtep. by ſtep, and; ſo lens 
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* Objef#, x... He 


i their. 0 


; © om Reaſon bu their Wills, ire pm 


:i <<: winkt their Reaſon: by: incereſs ane projute 
© dice or paſſion; @c.';' | - 
->All this L eaſily grant is truth + bur now I 


appeal to:this Author himſelf whether he doth 


not believe thar.the number of thoſe that fol- 
low their Wills more then their Reaſons; that 

are blinded with.interelt, va 10N, 
that are wanting in qualifications nec me 19 
inform themſelves in- matters of Religion, or 
thatare ca being deceived by Lne'ogs 
orall'of oe cauſes, or elſe by the-weakneſs 
of their underſtanding does far: exceed- the 
number of thoſe that are wiſe, ſober./and 
tearned? If he muſt affirmthat he doth believe 
it, why then would he have every man left, to 

be guided by his own Reaſon > which is the 

beſt way ro prevent Hereſtes, for the TY 


4 b a <. bd | 2 : xD. - ” J F 
pale and-limirs of che beſt andgmo 


. 


Bur (Caich our-Aurhor!).-it i8nogreat mat- 


their anderftan UE IOT .- 
-For' ( faich-he pag. 4.) & They areneither- 
© hurtful tot ves nor others. : 
Bur hold: (Sir, Tbeleech-yon) ene "4 
Fom excuſing a fault. rhag:1t' made ir mach. 
eater: fo that the weakneſs ofthe underitand- 
, if it mighthave beenremedied by our-in- 
duſtry-and humilicy,. will in no-wife/ excuſe us, 
for hereſie :. Nay, I _ chought that ſuppo-. 
-onr-ipnorance that- leadg/1nto- any; crime. 
= inyincible;,.-and* therefore the: fin migtie: 
not .be damnableito.us ; yer 1: might chance. 
to be-(as this of herefie efpemally: 1s)- very: 
hurcfu},. nay: damnable ro others by leading- 
them into irafter ourexample, for which they. 
could have no excuſe but their own folly, 
Talways therefore thoughr it ia very great: 
duty in a Gentleman to abſtain. from common. 
and ſtandalous vices, notonely, for fear of his 
ewn. danger,, bur for. fear: of endangering Ao 
ok 


Ws 4 _w 


Church inthe wart a: 125 its 1712475 rowing 
' tov-for falling into: hereſies by: the: wealnefs of: 


Mrs 


they dillike in the Church ; if rhey did 


br, te” pals por nderſtandy g' ', 
whit ar oor and v 


they are-not i bens | 
neſs do a thay ery 
and contumacious reſiſtance of ores ty, th E 
turns even the leaſt of errotirs intothemoſt - 7 
damnable and worſt of herefies, ' And clits z ._: 
heartily refer 'to the ſerious conſideration: of 4 
all thoſe” that ſeparate from the-Church of 

of the'Nation,, or the erernal-ſatery 
their: own” or other mens ſouls, that they ex- 
amine themſelves impartially whetherever th 
did inform themſelyes concerning thae'whi 


not, = _ = ir = ine ly, 0G OT 
For otherw ey W yo peaking 
evil of thoſe things which Las Nr: hot. _ 
and of wilful Schiſm and Herzf ie. 

As for that which our Authorfaith, That 
* to relie upon'the Church. wasto add 
* tuity and univerſality to our Errours, 


licf of. 
iced juchprcre, 1 nip if with Geaidem po 
ick+thanks - for: their -information.: If they 


cannot accuſe her of any Errourinall her Do- 
- Krine, certainly//it muſt be a ' piece of the 
greateſt folly. (not-to ſay contumacy) to 
continue in a wyul of her Commu- 
.nion.”._ HR 


'1 The Second Objefion which he endeayours 

to hit off; is, - ane . 

 * The frailty , uncertainty and diſpropor- 
** tion of Divine Truths to our underſtand- 
3 9 Of 'Þ pag, 59 Go : 


I ſhall not quarrel with him as to the main- 


of his Anſwer to this Objeftion ; bur I can- 
not agree with him in ſaying as he doth, 
* That every mans ſoul hath in i ſelf ſo much 
< light as is requiſite for our travel towards 
Heaven. pag. 5. - For this I apprehend 
to be down-right Pelagianiſm , an here- 
fie long ſince condemned by.St. Auguſt, and 
the concurring Votes of the whole - Church ; 
or if it be not Pelagianiſm, lure I am itis 2 
much worſe hereſie,if not the yery renouncing 
of Chriſtianity, What luck the Gentleman had 
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parent a Hereſie and contradiQtion to himf&lF, 


wmay. be convinced, -be pleas'd fo F- 20 
i” hee Pages, pe; bit ali i Gr 
I oa im are Us ns, 94. 


« «firſt (oh ag Bur og need 
you'Sir) is there? when Arp ten ſelt te 4 
<< That every mans Soul harh in TIN br _— 
* light as is requiſite for our travel EN 
bo = Lay | | 
Is not this a ſufficient Example of the frailey 
and uncertainty of Humape Reaſon ? ſince this 
Author -who' is. the , greateſt pretender to it - 
( even in that Book, in whuch he makes it his 
buſineſs ro perſwade others to follow it and 
nothing elſe ) doth fo readily fall into fo a 


though by his Book (in which he-hath ſo well 
manag'd{o ill acauſe ,) we muſt acknowledge | 
him to. haye. the adyantage of inoſt men 1n 
{trevgth of Reaſop, 


giv 
.Ktutuy and” coricerning 'all 
Truchs ( in thar he 
at all 


2lin might 25 wel ae bid 
. men ſearch therefor all the demonſtrations of 
Evotid,. h: they never had'time, nor edu- 
cation enough to: make them underſtand ſo 
much. as. one of the moſt. ordinary operations. 
in Arichmerick, nor 'one Mathemarical 'Defi- 
nition” or poſtulatum, ' And he had'as good 
damn fuch a man. to the centre of the Earth 25 
to ſet him to. ſearch for Mathematicks in the 
centre of himſelf, in which there is nothing: 
bur guts, and the moſt of men'would: have as 
pleaſant. a ſearch for Divine Tnijths in the cen-. 
tre of themſelyes,. and as fure they would' be 
ro find ut there, as the Augurs of old were to. 
find out future events by forme on the guts. 
and garbiſh. of brute beatts;** For-15 kink 
t £ 


4. <<... 


4 = 


#* 


W ARA egS5 No A. 


hall immediacely beinf} 
: thar ſhall lead them = 


P . 2.4 
when he. dot! -he may 
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-" The third 0bj 1e8, is that which he himſelf 
-calls the molt cragica Argument. againſt him, 
p4g. 6, Vit... «©. 


*+ Thar, an, unwerſal liberty of .þ Gn 
diſcourſes wc Nh 


mens ould beger 25 many Re- 
ng © onggs there are men, which would be 


' x, wich, the peace of all Socie- 


' Which "he endeavours to ſhift off by the 


Examples of the different ** S:&s of the anciene 
Phi/0- 
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Queſtions are commonly diſputed in the pub- 
lick Schools that were then argued” in '4- 
- thens-;, to_the end that Scholars having heard 
. all ObjeQtions amo themſelves, might be 
the more able to defend-Truth when they 
. came abroad into the world : So that he that 
\ calls theſe Se&s in Athens, may as well ſay, 
that there are as many Sets in Cambridge or 


publick *Exerciſes': "which would amount to 
me-thouſands. eyery year. , For as our Um 
verſities do allow or art leaſt permit all ſorts'of 
 Diſputations and Queſtions freely to ” _ 
ate 


_ Oxford as there are Queſtions diſputed in their 
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and Ws 
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xg] them'to dare to contradi& in their Difſ- 


courſes or Orations to the common people :. 
and gp this-Gentleman fo pertly faith, that. 
they had no Inquiſition nor High-commiſſion, 
yer Court 'of Judicature they had "wherein, 
they did condemn_ all Tnnoyators in matters of 
Religion, and puniſhed thoſe that were noto= 
rious even with capital puniſhments, 


Now that 'I do not ſpeak this by meer ſup- 


poſition and-pueſs (as this Author doth moſt 
things he hereſaith)) Thall give you the te- 
ſtimony ſephus ( an Author whoſe word 
may go as favas this Gentlemans ) who abokt 
the latter end of his ſecond Book againſt Ap- 
piontells us thus. iy: | EA 

<« Plats commandedall his Citizens mo 


IS 


ox ar ſtood with « 


t'of | 
"Gi, was 498 For ll Nations; z. jag 
ſeverely and without all cg: 
y « thoſe that did bur ſpeak any word Tein 
*« their Gods. 
- "But; aith this Gentleman , Every one in 
« Greece enjoyed his Opinion with more fafery 
- Lk freedom then eng his. Goods or his 
« Wite, pag. 9... But if he means the publick 
profeſſion of his inions, how notorious an 
er he hath told us, \ will be evident from: 
che Examples the fame Folepoua VeS US MN _ 
ſame place. «© Socrates. af, 6 ) was. pu 
«ro death by drinking; (HE Abe" he 
«was accuſed that he corrupted yo 
«and contemned the Laws and Religii of 
< his Country, Anaxazoras for that he peniet 
the 


©, 
- 


rao autre Rant OE Shoe DE nat on tha Ine 
L n , s AX . ws k * 2 


A has ad ———_—_ ” WS kn 4 4 —' __—_ 


” XY 


Faſephu his Teſtimony, the ſame th 
bloody poicanios of che Chriſtians bo 


"Butt le he ſhould object any thi 5; | : 


ent beyond all exceptions ,. by. XS 


the Greeks and Romans. How much . 
af were . they. of all Inriovations in - 
gioh when the moſt cruel- Tortures that, the 
wit” 3nd malice of men could inyinr,-as Racks,. 
Gybbets,, : Gridirons,, red-hor” Pincers ,.and 
fleaing alive, were daily, inflited upon Chri-/ 
ſtians, onely becauſe they taught. a gc Bt 
gion?. | 


his was that great Ereedom! (as this Gen- 
elewan. calls ic); that was allowed. to Diſſen-. 
ters amongſt the ancient Heatheas:” I do not 
wiſh our Author Fon: cheet with per" 
thoug 
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ay roleviton! : FE wy Bf jons'5 
c# he conld prove it ) 'Chriſtiars kr te not. 
pe 3h ef p E zany], beraufe we have a 
pofirive an ſtared ion givetrus by Godin 
2 moſt clear and 1 le - farts , Which- 
oi” Governours onpht to eftabliſh and main- 
din; fo that Wh: er he hach ſaid to the” 
conitrary., it is evident by the conſent of the 
whole. world, har” were there not Laws to 
rc 


: 


alcerations in 
Veimnconfil 


ro x», LHIOECH *, 
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{ conſcience beexroncouy, he may wy. all 
this.while ataccording to his = ence, and 
WP his conſcience ſtil ioviolahle 

Tus, (DPray; you Str ) | do you believe your: 
7 OWN: 


<< 13 
by 


- werebur crroncous, NN mighe Gil their - : 
*OOEREr 30 iolble, 


: vg 

" * % 0 . > 2 
. _— — =Y _— gw", —_— —_ Pram , "4 
” ii 3034 


[Fcience, but Tp, he ſhall go. as ſafe-to 


their lives, rather then 
Eh: ,would. admit. of the leaſt appearance: of 


"bu to have ftill continued: Chriſtians ;. or if 


'FPES OÞp=FRADD Ten 


GO EE &Qq 


(037). 
Joari p34 think ea antes | 
neous: conſcience ſhall excuſe all crimes 
aac chen Taffureyou Tihould be 

Tlyarat av goth Fey 


enough-to awaken our ſtrates to. take care 
how ems nohies 
and not to let. men-alone to:thetr own Reaſons; 
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But an. exroneous conſcience can- in no caſe 
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> Now whatdoth this tend to in the dire& 
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forc'd- to confeſs that they mean 'not 
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that fince they make onely- their natural'con- 
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no Eriend: of the 


oy Quaker 


his anſwer ſhall becitte, an pane; the. 


well defens'd i: fhowm ns Ros 

did from-.thoſe his light- headed friends and 

T -— The Gacand Principle he examines,.is the 
foe paging perro 4 


ES = SEE 
£ocall ic 

* Jas and ed the Doris of Ohrtes 
« nd.qherefore were no. more,4@ be call'd 


; . > ry wen. Heng ',Or " Page 


2; hs 
thale ing Queſtions. 
et, os te tet in 
meeting of the Arrzans might not rather 
pe call'd 2:club-of them pack'd together by the 
cn .of- gp. who Ms. wade, | 
into:thar party, be thought, a gener 
Council obeire call'd and:ordered ? to which. 
all parties ought to.be ſummoned' and to: be 
heard freely ito ſpeak their ſenſe and opinions 
3B -any Debate, Which let. the Author 
prove 


*, 


: = z 7: IA, LEEINED 5a 


= 
-_ 


© Þ £ 


» Gow 88 5 WW WW © ww 


ans ar go Arrians be 
46 hel GEE Hirabam or D, 


Ginidizo Law cone rarkl3-or 
d-deny  Chrilt «Saber andthe Ch 

Law > bv they did deny-neither.of Se, ep 
y caunot befaid to Abrohamiſts or. .D 

vid; s..as well-as.Chri : "neither ..18. JE 
ofthle-for; them. to. aaa ER 

above melt C06be i uſt nobxigg to: be. their 

; Red ; 
lavyirer the 3 Cnr of Nice, that e- 


Ca che worſhipping of Images, it my 


vp = Fad ew Wo V3 WS ' 


"S>S Www 


J y 4 - - 4 
———— Leah and RL dT 
- 
& MO . v f, * 
a . MI 


» 


os 


rapport 2 Chantctthy of 
the Popes © Crbanres > Add whether ( as they 
had fince to Trent ), the” Going was not 
Fe them Hor Rio ins | 


©*-Bue Secon hy If wecould _— thar his 
tlethan would but confale the ere of i It, 
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Phantafie ; he ſhould find by the Reaſons that 
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 _ - Thirdly, They want-thecertainty, and clear 
| © revelation of eternal rewards and pa unſhmenrs 

co afright and perſwade them to their duty,8& 
to baffle all ys ay that they might meet 
with-to draw them from 1t, For there is no 
mo in the whole world thardgth ſo __ 
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Jy and.certainly diſcoyer a future Immortalit 
[a this which our” Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 


given us. _ For he hath br je Ooh, 
mortality 'to light through the Goſpel, - Ke. - 
then that conſider che meer teaſon, op 


ther examine this oy my ownr 0 bur ri 


rather..( as becomes. a Chriſtian ;that- uſeth 


ſometimes. to conſult the Scripture as well.as 


' Humgne va ) to leave Lp ro. the 1 
.ment of Go 


and to acquielce.in the geteril- 
pation of' St. Paul, Rom, 2.,%, 13. tothe; 17. 


where he ſaith (I think As plainly as words can 


expreſs)that they ſhall be wholly condemn'd or _ | 
acquitted by their ewn conſcience. Fer. th 
that have no Law are a Law unto themſelves, 
ec. their conſciences bearin witnels,and their 
thoughts in the mean while accuſing” or elſe 
_— one another, In the'day when God - 
ſhall judge the ſecrets of men bz y Jeſus Chrift. 
But whatever may become of them, ſure I 
am that we that haye had all the advantages 


that can poſſibly be given to men ro make us -' 


good Chriſtians, (being brought up from cur | 
cradles in the belt conſtituted Chriſtian Church 
in the- world ) if we ſhould Apoſiatize, can 
have no hope oHalyation remaining for us. 
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" **Whar thin ſhall-we believe Turks, Jews, 
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oe o-matter with our Author: what the-/ 
- him/that Jews, i Turks, Heathens,.and Atheiſts 


he prerend that he cannot bring hi$:C -JENCE 
ſoa aural, Aiate.o 


: $ Ds wo _— ly; ſeen. , 
t «Creation 0 world. by « -þ 
are made, eyen his erernal SD - 
head. From whence the Apoſile concludes, ſo- 
- that they are lefr wihout excuſe. But: Fs bs 
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Now I may ap cal eventothis A > 
wh whether. I. haye done Fin nm | 
ng his Book with Fit Jzyx;: ſince 1h;is 
inly apparent by ls words; chat his-Ne- 
Sn is. { it;not-the ſame) | nauch+worſe then 
Deſign! 'of that Book. For who would: + 
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of: the: common. people): that had” nor 
| C4 -H 


In, A, 
NH FE 


- al mn 438 tr 0; £5.26 Fc rae ROD 
. rw $3 - FL of Sf "Ws, £5 Ret © 
$4 Ws, © X FEW, Po TOR Wren ITY 4.8 3 OY OSS LAKE of d 
y = et, $714 i 7 UW $7 Ie LE My þ oY ab27 % 
> p Ss __ b F f " - - "_ 6 ak OS = TOP LIE = 1 WR PESTS - 
mi 4 13. Corn. Mn 2 ny ts OR SIN 
» ” » Ci > ** : 


te (FE 
KR 


6 ” < 


7s 
Cate IIB ES Ate Ars; 5, 


OOO eds See 
ae Wy _—- WY" * & 3 A - h, " 
SO OL F ” : AE UV; 5 : 
ft Js cf : 
% - : = 
S Co ih PW ICT OT IE ORE. nr; v4 k 
6 . 1 4 o Oo 9 þ b; by 4 
: 3 —_ 4 


A, phy 1 - » 
Wu n o 
F HF KEE LS 4k 
>* iS, ®; vt 4 
. R Kh (up 2 


E « 
ws = 
WO OE 


E, NR 88 --] <6 
TX” OO ISR 


Ad inet 6D Aa Ga 
FOR? Wy k - tn 
7 L E n 
- 


- 
f 
$4 


a4 
0 


® 
£ 4 «Þ / 
” 4 + 


"rheifhn irlelF2:Bur furely if theyhayeany con-. 


Eh TR HY TT Yer 9a RN as DOES : 
- A : pay be ge £e 4, hs "y l 
$1 3S z 4 - 
on xs 
q 79 4 * oY 
” % F . : 
pF TY "WR" . 4 a 5 » jt 
to: I& ant@amnindi 
ER; ' % . Pl "ns 4 % ; . - 
l . PUR WT TI? 3 FL ON Y. it 
rs ON FY ££ven to-'A- 
43.” p64 


"it is niſtateng; does-16, dufily 16:4 them into 


. "the "molt dirmablec6F-all Ertours, even -iiito. 
'the'comempeof all Religion; 00900! 
*Byt*now'we! ſee (by this Authors) what. 

© kind'of *Aninials chey-arewho lars E3Rots'for 

Rome-and'a Tole 'aon;:and'by what exceltehr- 

means they*carry on their-Defign, viz. byfeſt 


perfiwading men to Atheiſm, by an indifferen- 


cy.imall Religion, 


»r0:femind our Difſetiters how'much they pro, 


- mote Popery. ,\ and \defiroy: Chriſtianity '-by 
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Joyning with thePapiſts, and .the debauchees 
[oat Nation protioticg toleratior't 24nd 
aur Governours that if Smear 2, 


- thrNecks #fom the 'Ronen'Yoke, ithey tn 


*then maintain: the efabiiſhed Religion of the 
- Church: in-its true Chrillnnprattile: aridhPri-. 
- mitive /Diſcipline, For how::much- Atheiſm. 
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and an-Univerfal negleRofallReligion, thath 
encrexſed  fince our -Laws 'have>beer-laid'ito 
cep, he mult be ſtark blind that doth not ſee"! . 
To'our Author Ithall onely add this, "Thar 

I am ſorry withal my heart-that a Ren 
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£2 'Bavourer! of. ens Kor 
whocan thin*-thar heas norverymacha well+ 
eur hp Acheifts, who endeavours: = 
are in'an:equabpoſibilacy!; - 
tion with” the unerring ing Continue 
mleioſitifengi "hits quit Giaſpi 
Atheifm:by:the help-of: heron, vie 
(iFochereibecanjwitueh )(Borwho:tan 
him tobe aw Atheiſt; :ora:Favourcr:of df 
who ſcarce ſuppoſeth- thar: there" canbe. ary. 
fiſch imen'as! Atheifts.cin:chewnrids Buthive 
kin &very. Animal wilt chottfimivie)medbfoid. 
chgoparewhich as) fore; ramd vill! Eu. 
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 "Iothere'rhen (1760d-Sir ) noſuch: thiti> as. 
abuſed 


Schiſm ; :becauſe hae word 1s: often 
and miſapplied? 2 you might(if kin pleagd) : 


| as well haveſaid there-15s:noiſach aSHus- - 
mane 'Reaſon;>becauſe :yourBook ha fed 


and miſapplied thoſe: words — yew rooee 
ciReroirs; 12912 vi ya 20359: 
-AreallSchifiraricks _ etna; ;roctants 
ſomethavebecnflander'd widrthart Tice?) As 
well may-allThieves' and Murdetersi bgexcus 
ſed, becauſe i{oine have: beeni ſlandered and 
falfly accuſed of thoſe Crimes, It: 


| acichectrang ns. run” a 


tC  K, into; = we ſhall 
had ap! abſolure neceſſity there: is to/put 
oy BY Im 128 nar eh, wp — 


'+The They wn cells is poſe; = 
Pp. 37. are-tnuy gnlity © 
* word it: ſelf. bearing witngls againſt them). 
*©:who break. the precious Unity of the Chri= 
«-ſtian.Chunch:. : 

\They therefore. that break. the Unity, of the 

Chiiſtian Churchenher — joyning new: Ar- 
_ vicles'of-Faith, or:things fibful in thewreille 


contrary ro.the DoRrine and Practiſe NE he the 
Univerſal Church in irs Prinitive purity, are 


guty: of Schifm,-as the-Romanitſts are, who 
( adpngs the reſt which.are many; more ) en« 
Joyn the Belief; of | Tranſubſtantiation as an Ar- 
ticle of Faith, which. was never-heard"oÞ in 
| che Chriſtian Church for many huddred-years, 
andthe 'worſhippingyrhe: Hoſt as -rhe conſe. 
quence of thar. Do&rme;together with Prayers 
to Saints,;and the half Communian,&%s. which 
2re practiſes codeſs finful and novel then the 

_ former:DoGrine. | 
Secondly, They are Schiſmatickswho ſepa- 
rare from thatparcicular Chriſtian Church into 
—_— they were baptized, when 1t commands 
tharis ſinful ini (&lt ; as all thoſe are 
who Aarate _ the Church of oo 
| 'QL: 


"(08r) 
they.can never excuſe duimſelvesitionr 
po wie can prove.Ewhich Echaly - 
lengeithem to d 7 chey a can) thar bur Churc 
enjoy them $a thing thar 152 ak gm 
this. excuſe. them from cc _ Ing 
with her-in thing © CO | 
by both their temporal as well 25 thaix brinal "oj 
Governours. 
Now that Schiſm is 2 yery heinous fin- is | 
moſt evident, becauſe ie is a breachof all thoſe | 
commands of the Goſpel thari-enjoyn us 
Peace and hn... then which 1 ſcarce know 
om more Slroquently/ nepen repeated'in the New: Te- 
ir will be moſt eyidentfrom-the 
words _— Se. Paul, 1 Cor, 3. 4. For there the 
Apoſtle ſaith, that. Schiſmaricks are carnal : 
For (faith he) while one faith,, 3 am of 
Paul, another Lam of alles >. Ar@- ye nor 
1-2-By whi chanterrogation, he:doth moſt 
firongly affirm. it,and' make | nſebves the 


- Judges inchar-Caſc-againſt themſelves. From 


whence we may thus argue, That if the-Apo- 
{le ſaith, that the-Corinthians were carnal for 
dividing themſelyes into F actions, and-eſpou- 
ſing i paxticular.Namss; and ' Parties Cthough 
they; choſe: no other;perſons then-himlelf and 
Cephas, and Apollog-);: on choſe -rhac divide 
the Chyrch--into Parties, -and eſpouſe partici. 
lar Names and Perſons in oppoſition to the 
Church-of -God,. into which- they were bapti- 
zed, I Church within a Church, and 
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. 4" "bh | _ 
aller Ways oP PUbIdE worſhip! contra- 
yr 46.'thoſe thatare emjoprrd by 'thar 
Church,”<f Rf 9 are Members {Withoiic 
rjuaſt cauſe of Aepajation from: her) are 
RN of earnalitybyth ren acheaIne 6Þ oc 
oftle” St; Fant Abel: Fheir ©Þ1 #edrors | 
are 6fipieryintheniſclves;. asf powerfulneſs 
and godlineſs 1 in their Teachers: And! ithe'Sreat- | 
reſgof the-ſiti ef theſcpcrſos doth ippear in 
thar/the Apoſt's als 'them-catnal'; finee'the 
fame ApoRle{-Rom!v = 5.) makes any cars. 
alin to beinortdiaid Hhihntble Forts be 
carmally minded #5 death, atid 'theReaſon'he 
pives ſufficiently backs'4t, forthe carnal mittd 
1s entity'a amb God; 29%: ed 
"Ni * Reaſon 4c TelF, Prhink thet Gay - 
+ Sr..Cyprian (0 deHwit. Ecelcſ.) thar the 
iſmatieks-ſin-isreater'theh the Apoſtates: 
wy bemade more zheiprobable: Kor if fig 
COOL cater: by Row! ruchmofemnite 
thief+it- does Sotthe [Clyireh'9ÞGd4: Now. 
the Schiſmariek may*do'more niiſthief tothe 
Chutch of God by drawing numbers of 'yell- 
meaning Chriſtians after.hitn,” then" the Apo. 
fate can, For-2ll ithat-ate'fincere' Chriſtians 
_ Will avoid*the latter; 'who- carmorkave. ich 
plaitfible and fair pretences: fort hisreaouncing 
the Chrilttan Religion; 'as the vther! my Haye 
for his Diviſions, 
Let me now ask-'this* Gentleman whether. 
Schiſm 45 nothing elfe but at-ordinary-railin 
word : 
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will ſhift for one, T'le warrant-hint* this: old 
Phaſter” of 'an-erroneous- conſcience willipre- 
{ently cure this fore ; -buthe anew. 


Allerton, wt. / 
| F C2 Thinbbt int: 


«.'Thar-the Uniry of the Charett;isnorbt 
««-ken-by thaiho differ iniOpinions ; but 
« by* them 'Who willnorallow of:\uch a 
* QrenaesPD= EISTTOnG 
Tf che-Amnthor means-onely 1g: difference in 
Opiniotis-in ens own miads;thatnever flows 
irfelf by any different aRtion from rhe Church, 
Tknow no' body wilkeppoſe him/inthis Aﬀer-. 
tion. -But if -he means lucha difference of 'O- .- 
inions as do diſturb the-publick» exercife=of 
eligi'n, 'by- uo others away from it , 
then he maſt charge the'Apotle withiSchiſmg 
for according to this 'Afſertion how :St,/ Paul 
will. quit himſelf from Schiſm, I cannor tell;. 
for he no-where allows of ſuch a difference in 
Opinions, 'but doth with moſt carneſtzeal;ex= 
hort againſt Diviſions , and coudemns'them 
and their Authors as- the' moſt : erous . 
crimesand'perſons.: and-yer who would eyer 
have thuught the ApoſtleaSchiſmarick'> It: 15 
2: little co be admired that St. Paul: ſhould-fo 
paſſionately Exhort us topeace andunity,” and. 
yet thar he himſelf ſhould break the-Unity of 
the Chiuch.. -Agaio, this Aﬀertion-isaltoge= 
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'1 For the future therefore, let Governours of | 
:Sogitties.and Maſters 6f Families. learn of :this 
Author: togive 4ll-their Subje&ts and Servants 
a free toleration to follow their own inyen-. 
tons, leſt they be guilty. of breaking: the pre- 
_ ctous unity of their Socteries and Families, - 
Would it not he a brave world would they 
all 'bur follow this advice? Oh what an ad- 
; anicabic peace and harmony would- then bleſs 
Yet this is the- natural conſequence. of this 
, Gentlemans DoCtrine, For-however. he talks 
onely of a liberty of Opinions, this is but a 
copy of hisconntenance ; for it is 2-liberty of 
practiſe eqgeriling 10.thoſe Opinions. that he 
Rs for;as:moſt manifeſtly appears by. his fol- 
wing Diſcourſe; 'For thus he argues, p. 37. 
* Who knows whether that God - who 
* liked beſt that no mans body ſhould have 
*the ſame complexion,. ec. may, not _.2s 
| - well: 


and, that the 


(1 My 


4, with yar his wor- 
0-4 {ſh beet wat Py : 
*1 Tofper, Eyery body khows it” rag krios 
2ny. thing of the Chriſtian Religion, ' Since 
weknow that che. Apoſtle prays that we may 
.Ul:;glorific God with one eark ard with ofre 
mourh..(Ran., 15, 6.) ve muſt know that-ie 
3s.,Gods will 1 "foch an Upicy Thould' be 
pres Served 9 HL prſhip. - Since the Apoſtle 
ceches 25. well as commands us to keep the 
bs h of 5, Ns alk by ecu Pres 
( Epb?[.,4; 2; to:walk-by the ſame Rule, 
19% bE . Fe | of Phil. 3 20: 209 
BR Fin 68k % done in decency and*in or- 
der, and to edification. (which 15 rapelfible 


| without” Unity )*. we muſt "then neceſſarily 


know:thar he F not pleas'd. with variety in his 
werſhip, as. he-is in the variety of his works : 
efore an orderly aid uniform 
ip'is expected, becauſe we have 


way of wor 


commands of. that nature. 


But-if this trick will not do, the Author 
will ſhow you another as good, vix, © That 


«the Rule which God hath given us 18 capable 


«of yarious interpretations , whereas God 
« might have made them (if he had pleas'd) 
* asplain to every man. in one ſence, as now 
& they are to eyery man in his own, Bur how + 


J do we know that, I beſeech you Sir > How 


could God have made them ſo > unleſs he: had 


unmade man, and had made him an Angel 'in- 
capa. 


Catal na” hi 
dic y 75a apable of various It | s and 
of all the three ſenſes he cires the Divittes' for? 
Whar's _ to Lol 7 2 "Oh' ſurely 


—- ny of 
tave 25 bad hick in bit p Do thr 
as. 1 haye : ordinarily mer withall; / For Sir, 
_ ay not," By "A 3d riot the comtriands of God 
COncernir | his. worſhip p.,. be incerpreta 
Fuca al ſenſe; ety ny are fo plzin as1i6 
en gba 

"need, hy ba? 
roicle pecan oe the rypicat and*Ar 

{nſ of thoſe words of the Apoſtles, 'Let all 
things be done1n. deceticy atid order and 

dification, when they: are fo : eng 
cuous in the littefaT : 7 6 hard 

Any other, that belieye it wo 

4g our barges as well as Fr Is 2X xi to 
x any typical or Anagogical ſenſe upotithem'? 

Fried can hi perf have hs confi- 
dence toanſinuate'by little fimilitudes, thar the 
commands of. God are as well obeyed Pe the 
variops-Expreſſions of our-adorations of hi 
as the ſun is obeyed by the'contraty effetts. It 
| hath upon-the mid and wax; &c. -(for this he I ; 
_ .muſtmean by all that diſcourſe, or'elſe iris, 
nothing to the purpoſe) when he "muſt know, W ; 


(if 
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(87) 


veated ro us tharir'ss tus will, thatwe 
L -"-oMai with-one-- heart and with code 
10h ps 
par pettaps raree this Gentleman thinks he knows 
Bebter ro worfhip God, then Got Knows 
he Ab di & him,” . Ohthe Prey 


be ae or 1 bur - 


| ort of Fg 
mules, which bi bis and Ar 

"The Uni eChurdgk bf [Ga is hoe 
relcy wg Aviva ho Unity of *one nan : butt 
to e Unity" of man and woman Jjoyned 
in marriage. Now this Uniry. is 'of one 

_ ««-paxt more weak then the other:; and the 
female pate-inr the fitnilirude is" the <<rring 

««patt-in the Church, which is to be-4c- 
4: oorted one-and the ſarte With: the . other 

* by the bond of Charity. - 

'Now what'a fool was I 2 for I durt have 
Rvotn that the Apoftle'Sc. Paul doth-compate 
the Unity of the Churgh- to the-nnity.ot the 
fatrte body and. its members, 't-Cor..1 2. v. 12. 
to *the end of the chapter; and this. now in 
ſpight-of Humane -Reaſon, Imult believeto be 
the tity of one man. 

But if we ler thac paſs, whar would our 
Author have from all this fi militude* Upon'my 
reputation T don't know, I'wiſhhe would tell 
me wher@ he lives in. his next. Book, thar- T 

| mighe 
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y what he 


. For, ſuppoſe the erring part.in the Metaphor, 
viz. .the rite {ſhould I Np -from.her 
Husbangs bed. to. another Mans, and ſhou!d 
therefore be divorced from her Husband ; who 
thea (Sir) do you think would be guilty of the 
breach of the Unity in Marriage, the'Man, or 
his Wife ? If you. muſt be forced to fſay.the 
Waite is guilty of it 3 would not the ſamertung 
hold in the erring part. of. the Church, - ut. 
"That if any ſhall wilfully run away from..the 
Church,” and difobey its Laws, and Unite its 
felf to a quire contrary Aſſembly, that if he be 
Excommunicated for*it, it 1s lus own fault, 
and therefore he is guilty of the Schiſm, and 

not the Church? f. 0p - 
'* Tamaltmoſt quite tir'd withhis Similitufles, 
his whole -Book conſiſts '{6 of them, as. one 
would think he never aim'd at ſolid Argu- 
ments, but onely at ſomething like Arguments, 
For nothing can. be prov'd. by a Sprunper : 
a | Eney 


AC tom np goons beds ES =o & 


dro the Unity of 


ali that Ne Le ene. 1ITC 


0D 
e {et 6n again, and ſo the the whole 
Acres at eat forat?- | 
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Now. apply ths roche. Church, EY | 


our: Avthox Wy LM > & It + mo Fi : £1 
Member of the. eroully þ 


to the reſt, by gro Sid 5 Oe US: ELITNGS,r 15; 
is to be cut off from it by Excommunication: 
but if thefault be fmal], and not ry wary to 


the Church, itisrobeborn withall: batif the 
faule be never ſo ſmall,: if. 3t- be very catching 
and dangerous to the Peace of the Church Gs 


thefe-time we live. 
mghe'to be cur off For. 
ay be but orig 
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the Body of the Church 
Bogies,. thar"rhe Member 15 
hag uf5ce once ut off, Rn Pu « ir 


way, it is. to argue _ Aarte 
fore this Gentleman muſt" par Wu 
hin t bit MuſpeR,'2 defig 
cejt inithat Autharowhoſe EL 
menFare Meraphio Irs, | 


. «Six ixthly, The next ObjeRs. againſt tum, 
-« heftithp. 44. Is Pride and Vanity. 
| This: he caſts off with iv much _—— 
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Afertion, not for-a 


I think Thard 


**<©in ſeveral Commonyealths as in the ſame, 
« becauſe none would be ſpeQators of rhe 

x «worſhip, "butch as beheve ir Honours- 
© "HE 2 Reo rwere there an_hundred ſeveral 
<*R In rhe ſame City, \ill-cheir 
"Wie ror tous Co tions *'Would be made 


| none bur thote of rheſame Opiriion; 
- Pa Ry, 


underrake to' defend-F: HF.” inthis 
extraorditiaty opinion ] 
have of the Man & bys Argument, but becauſe 
I believe he ſpexks truth-10-it ; and therefore 
that he which Tpeaketh'trith 
ſo-yery ſeldoth ſhould be'ryn down with meer 
worded or reraphors when he doch : 'but chiefly 
becauſe,our Author thron>h him firikes at the 

pyundions .of- ouy Chare rehi-an- our Ts 

an 


It W NE worſh: ear pot 
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and decent Ceremonies in the. worſhip of 1 


Burda you think (Sir) that meri of the ſame 
City would be as much ſtrangers to the Reli- 
wow of their next neighbours, as they are to 
thoſe of forraign Nations ? Certaialy I ſhayld 
think that it was much eaſier for them to go 2 
tew ſteps to ſatishe their curioſity, then to - 
crols- the ſeas for it : and would not their 
trade and 1aterelt one amongſt another in the 
ſame town more oblige themto a religious in- 
rerview, then when they were at ſome hun- 
dreds of mules diſtance, and had little or no 
concers that ſhould draw them thither > Moſt 
-probable1t 1s, that co carryonatrade with all 
ores of men, ſome would {o far comply with 
all ſorts of Religions, to go toall their publick 
Aſſemblies, fince they might do it without 
giving themſelyes the trouble of going further, | 
then the limits of their own walls. So that * 
the caſe is much different which onr Author 
would make the yery ſame. | 
But our Author hath more A nts then 
one, and more Anſwers too, or elſe he was in 
a poor caſe, He adds. ; 
«« Thatthoſe thatare for atoleration of all | 
«ways of worſhip in the ſame Common=- ' 
«wealth would not think any of thoſe ways | 
« which differed from their own to be diſ- 
*© honourable to God. | ; 
But (I beſeechyou Sir) did they alltgll _ b. 
0? % 


- " "I; 4. F <þ 
L nid 
_ ws 4 __ 
— —  —— A >< 
a 800046 Ald ana ante _— 
- CT  EETTY 
— * anrayb,. EN 
De han IW == = « 
-— Ir GEES - tom 1 __—_ ——— - 
_ _N s 
” —_ 
4 » 


raw, "Braman a 3 wo 


, 


'AarFAed e910 TAY ieaw inf 


» | 
ie 5 
) ol 


n 


(75) 
- : or how do you know it, by inſtin& or new 
joht ? ow | 
| Spur (Sir) if they had, TI know no body ts 
bound to believe them, any more then your 
ſelf. For I dare be ſo confident as to affert, that 
there 15 ſcarce any Se in all England, unleſs 
they be Atheiſts, that do 1n their hearts allow 
of 2 toleration of all ways of worſhip in this 
Kingdom, Harth not this been made appear by 
all our grand Separatiſts ? do the Papiſts allow 
1t where they have power 2 did the Presbyre- 
rian or the Independant allow any ſuch thing 
when they were uppermoſt ? and have not the 
Quakers themſelves ſet up a diſcipline amongſt 
them, which whoſoeyer will not ſubmit to, 1s 
preſently caſt out of the Brotherhood > fo that 
we ſce our Author will fiad his own Party ve-" 
ry ſmall, when he comes to tell Neſes, unleſs 
he thinks he might find Atheifts and Hypocrites 
enough among all or any of the other Parties, 
For otherwiſe it is abſolutely tmpoſſible,that 
any man-that 1s ſincere in thechoice of his Re- 
ligion ſhould not think that way of worſhip 
which is contrary to his to be lets honourable 
ro God then his own (2, e,) comparatively 
diſhonourable to lum, | 
For Inſtance, Ido fincerely chooſe to pray 
to Ged publickly on my knees, becauſe I da 
really belieye that this is the moſt proper = 
of expreſſing ( before thoſe men I converſe 
withall) that honour which I owe to God Al- 
D 2 mighty 


mighty : Now 'when I ſee others when they 
#hoald worſhip God, ſet on. their tails 1;ke- 
Dogs, or wallow- and loll and grunt and groan 
like Swine, or ſtand up and wriggle and make. 
ugly faces and grin and make mows like Apes 
or Baboons, . I mult needs confeſs I cannot for 
.my ſoul but think their way ofworſhip ridicu- 
Jous, and contrary to the due expreſſions of 
the reverence they owe to the infinite God of 
Heaven and Earth, 

So that this Gentleman 'muſt ſuppoſe, that 
All men in our Nation, or the greatelt part at 
xea(t, are meer Atheiſts or Hypocrites (which 
no man bur he that is one of theſe himſelf can 
poſſibly ſuppoſe) orelſe that there muſt ariſe 
{trange thoughts of one another from their con- 
trarieties in the performance of their Publick 
Devotion; and how ſoon theſe would break 
out into Diſputes, Contentions , and Feuds, 
and the Conſequences of theſe Tumults and 
Seditions, I leave it to any one to judge that 1s 
not prejudiced. | : 

But if this Gentleman cannot carry his cauſe 
by Reaſon ; he knows- another way ſtil], and 
that is Railing, 

And therefore he ſers full drive on the Cler- 

of the Church of England (they being now 


expoſed as the ancient Chriſtians were, a= 
-monegſt the beaſtsin the Amphutheatres, with- 


out any guard but their own generous courage 
and innocence) he therefore ventures to give 
| | =, cm 


NSD 
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(77). 

chem the firſt Eflay of his good narur'd and 
Gentile Do&trine, by very civilly calling them 
by thoſe moſt obliging titles of. Ignorant or: 
Malicious Phyficians. 
| For thathe ſpeaks of them is evident, be- 
cauſe there are no other Spiritual Phyſicians 
(which he there muſt mean) but 1nely they, 
that do publickly oppoſe lus beloved tolera-. 
tion. | 

And 1s this all they have for their reward 
for ſetting themſelyes 1n the breach againſt that 
Flood of Popery and Atheiſm, which is juſt 
ready to overflow our Nation ? EW 

Is notthis rare encouragement to our Noble- 
men and Gentlemen, to beſtow a thouſand or 
five hundred pounds in the Education of a Son 
to expoſe him (when all is done) to be abuſed 
by every Buffoon ? 1 

Is not. our Nation come toa fair paſs for 
Religion , that (though the moſt barbarous 
Nations in the whole world have an. honour 
and reverence for their Prieſts, and aly ays had 
ſo) yet that Sacred and Honourable Office a- 
mongſt Us, muſt render the Perſon contemp< 
tible > I cannot but be concern'd (as T am 2 
Gentleman, and ſo I think ought every one 
that bears that title) to ſee thoſe who have, 
many of them by their Birth, all of them by 
theirEducation, Degrees, and Orders, me- 
rited a juſt title to the honour of the Engliſh 
Gentry ; and that Profeſſion which was in all 

D 3; Ages 
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=. no 
Ages (beforethis ft) accounted in this Na- 


_ tion the moſt Honourable of all others, and is 
fo ftill accounted by our Laws, to be now be- 


cone ſo deſpicable, that he paſfes for a Wir, 
=” bur caft an affrom npon the Profeffors 
OT It. 

For how can our Nobility and Gentry diſ- 
poſe of their younger Sons (unlefs they will 
make the Ottoman Law. to maintain their Fa- 
milies) when the moſt detighrfulf, moft ho- 
nourable, and formerly the moſt uſual! way 
for them, is blocked up by faich grand difcon- 


Pur whar'sthe Reak 

" But what's the Reafon now this Gentle- 
man treats them fo Genrilely and crvilly im the 
titles and in the fanits he cafts n chem? 


onely this, becaufe (like good Shepherds) they 
Will not deſert their Flocks which are commit= 
red to their care, to bedevonred by the ſubtle 
Foxes of Rome, or by thoſe Wolves the ſacri- 
legious Acheifts and Schifinaticks of Enzland. 
Thus the Fox and the Woolt (had they this 
Author's Humane Reaſon, and his way of ex- 
_ t) would firſt endeayour to make the 
lly Sheep hate their Shepherds, by telling 
themhow malicious they have beento them in 
reltraining them. from p:aying or feeding in 
what paſtures they pleaſed, and then tell them 
that if they would follow them, they ſhould 


havea general liberty of conſcience todo what 


they pleaſed, But what. would be the event 
| ſhould. 
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(29) . 
ſhon'd the She =p from their Shepherds, 
to go along with thete good natur'd guides 7 
would they not all foon be devoured, with- 
out any body to help them >» and would 
they not ſoon find by their fad experience char 
It had been much better for them to-have contr- 
med under the reſtramt of their ofd plain ho« 
neſt Shepherds, then to haye enjoyed for a few 
minures their liberty which therr new maſters 
flattered them withall, on purpofe eyar rhey 
might devour then? aye but (fair thisfweet= 
harured Gemleman) they might by Wriemg, 
Diſpmring, Preachmg, and Lrving, &ec. reduce 


the World in a ſhort trme to its ancienr, 


healthfull and natural temper. It rhe Author 
means the anctent ard healchfal temper of Po- 
pery, or the purenatural temper of Keathen- 
iſm , LT am very muck of his optron, that 
(if toleration be once fer np) the World will 

m a ſhort rime be reducedto one of thete, 
For ler the Clergy do- what chey could by 
writing, preaching, and living, &c. were they 
not defended by Laws,znd the Nation-grarded 
from thoſe ſwarms of Caterp1lhrs that wou'd: 
be fent from. Rome to devour our Nation, I 
mean Prieſts and Friars.to conyert fouls to pay 
he old. Genrlemans Petcr=perice,. and the reit 
of St. Peter's Patrimony, their preaching and 
difyurting would never be heard, bur would be: 
qu drown'd with the noiſe of Papiſts and 
other. Difſenters ; neither would the piety of 
D- 4 ther 


| 480) | 
their lives ( were they Angels ) be taken-no= 
tice of among(t that croud of pretenders to it ; 
who would all ſtrive by outward ſhews of it 
( eſpecially the Papiſts by their magnificent 
proceſlions, and their ſpecious pretences ' of 
Miracles which muſt neceſfarily take with the 
Common pegpee] to draw all mens eyes from 
the true Engliſh Clergy: unleſs it were thoſe 
who were {ct as Spies oyer them to diſcover 
their faults and to divulge them, nay if they 
had no faults (which is not to be conceived of 
meer men ) rather then-the people ſhould be- 
leve them innocent, they would invent ſtories 
and lyes enough of them to take away all their 
reputation, 
_ Forthis, ſome of our Sefts (eſpecially the 
Papiſts ) would think themſelves bound ' ta 
do, from the very Principles of their Religi- 


- On; the main of which 1s this, to. promote 


their cauſe by any means whatſoeyer. So that 
this Gentleman may be fully ſatisfied that 
without the reſtraints of Law or elſe the 
Sword, it would be impoſſible to maintain 
any ſettlement in Religion, but that we mult 
neceſſarily be hurried into: Popery, Atheiſm 
and a!l Confuſion, 

Neither let our diſſenting Brethren flatter 


themſelves with the hopes that they ſhall ea- 


fily run down the Papiſts with the cry of An- 
tichriſt, Superſtition, and Idolatry, 

For as to the two Firſt, They will eaſily 

| hy 
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xetort them upon their accuſers; and will raiſe 


afar greater cry for themſelves of Chriſtian, 


2 Peaceand Unity,of their Church its antiquity 
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3 univerſality, infallibility, and the moſt inex 
7 -hauſtible Treaſure of Charity in her Pardon 


and Indulgences,. by which the people ſhall be 


3 allowed underhand a toleration of. all kind 


of debauchery, ſo that they will but make a 
leg to the kind old Doftor of St. Peter's 
Chair: And as for Idolatry, they will eafily 
anſwer that by the effe&ts of diviſions in the 
words of St. Paul, Rom. 2,21, 22. Thou there= 
fore that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thy 
ſelf ? thou that abhorreſt Idols, doſt thou com- 
mit Sacriledge ? wi 

There can be then but one way that can poſli- 
bly preſerve us from Popery, without the pre- 


| ſent execution of our Laws , and that 1s 2 


{tanding Army : but I believe moſt true Eng- 


| liith Gentlemen will. think this Remedy little 


better then the Diſeaſe. : 
Tf it ſhall be anſwered-that the Laws might 


| beexecured againſt Papiits, but a Liberty al- 


lowed toall others : I anſwer, Firſt, that this 
Is very unequitable and ſevere ; thatthoſe per- 
ſons who ſuffered moſt of any ( except thoſe 
of the Church of England ) for his Majelties, 
Cauſe, ſhould now he is retwrn'd, be the onely 


| Sufferers, 


Secondly , That were others tolerated, it 


Y wU] be impoſlible co diſcover the Papiſts, who. 
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£32) 
will hide themſelves under their coverings ;. 
there being no-ready. ways of conviCting them, 
but onely this, their not joyning with the 
Church of England in her conſtant publick 
Liturgy every Lords day, and. in receiving the- 
Sacraments with her-three r1mes a year, which. 
can never be confiſtens with: the toleration of 
all other Religions amongſt us. 

I rejer it therefore ( ſince his Majeſty. hath 
commanded. the execution of his Laws ) to- 
the ſerious confideration of our Nobles and: 
Gentlemen, whether they-will chooſe: to give 
themſelves the trouble to: execute our Laws, 
and:to enjoy their Proprieties underthe prote= 
Etonof: chem ; or whether they will turn their 
throats to the longeſt Sword; or ſubmit their 
necks to the Roman yoke, whick our wiſe fa-. 
thers thought too-hard for them-to bear ? 

For one of theſe-mult be indured,& it will u 
2:ſhort tzme be paſtall help-to prevent the-twa. 
latter without a ſpeedy recourſe. to the former.. 
For if our Seftaries grow more-numerous and 
fditious amongſt us,, ( as they may eafily be- 
managed into any thing,. and as long as the 
world! hath more knaves then wife men and: 
honeſt"in 1t, they ſhall not want managers). 
they will foor- become altogether ungoverna--. 
ble without a Rod of Tron, to that things will 
{pon-come to that paſs, that no Laws ſhall be- 
exceuted upon them- without a ſtanding Army 
ta.compel them to obedience and __ 

- ©: 
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Bur retarn+to our Author; He proceeds, . - 
oh 45: to —_ - root. of pe 
s Argument, . by telling him plainly and'tru 
tharir 1s Falſe. roo ns” Thaw! that ſo. 
extraordinary: a Friend of thine ſhould ſo at-- 
front ſo extraordinary. a Perſon as chow: 
thoughtſt'thy felf ! Whar no other. Argument. 
bur the Scorch: Argument againſt rhee,. that 
ready. way of confutation- of ali Objections, 
Bellarmme thou lieft ?' Certainly if T, H.. be- 
not dead already, . the very ſence of this affront 
would kill him :: and would it not grieve our 
good-narur'd Author to be the dezth.of (0 
extraordinary a Gentleman ?: 1G 
'Bur however,.he not onely ventures: toſay: 
It 15 falſe, . but'endeavours'to prove it too,to'be. 
falſe,. thar the. Worſhip.or Honour: of. God 
conlitts- in the'opinion of others, Why: >: be-- 
cauſe *©* then: Idolatry for 4600 years hat 
*«beerthe beſt; nay. the onely Religion, 
- Bur what doth this make againtt T..H..his 
Argument >- Or what abſurdiry follows from: 
chence, unleſs this' be one, . that the H' athens. 
were Idolaters?- and if they were ,. who' can 
help-1r-?: But ſuppoſe (ſaith our. Author ) 1: 
was the onely Chriſtian amongſtan whole Na-- 
tion of Infidels, Iought not torefrain from the 
Ehriſtian worſhip, . which I grant him if he 
means the private worſhip of- God : no ({aith | 
he) nor to hide and. diſguiſe it: for fear cf. 


ſcandal to the Infidels; but as to concealing ts 
s 1 


(84) | 
he muſt pardonme. For I do not conceive 
why Iam bound to throw away my life or e- 
ſtate to do' no good, but harm amongſt thoſe 
I converſe withal; eſpecially in ſuch a Caſe as 
this is, whenI can perform my duty 1n private 
more ſuitably to the commands of Chriſt, .For 
he commands us when we pray to enter into 
our cloſer, Mat. 6. and he tells. us, that God 
which ſeeth us in ſecret ſhall reward us openly. 
EK Iam herein miſtaken, 1 ſhould be glad if 
you would pleaſe (Sir) to give me better infor 
mation.. | : | 

But again,He foreſees that an obvious Obje- 
Etion would be raiſed againſt him from the cu= 
Ktomsof men, amongſt whom a {alute contrary 
to the cuſtom of the place- would be accounted 
an affront; As to = off ones Hat. in the Eaſt 
( though I don't. know where wear any 
Hats amongſt the Eaſterns): and in the Welt to 
keep it.on before Princes, Bue (ſaith this Gen 
tleman). the ſame reaſon would not hold as to 
the worſhip-of God. For God knows the yery 
hearts of men ; and therefore needs not judge 
of them by the outward appearance. 

This I confeſs hath fully anſwered the Obje- 
Eon, as to the nag worſhip of Ged, For 
the liberty of which our Author needs not dif- 
pate, For Iknow-none of the Chuzch of Eng- 
land will oppoſe him in. it; our Parliament 
having by their late ACt left every one to his 
2berty in the performance of religious Duties 
in. 
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in his own Houſe : Bur that he argues for,muſ? 
be a liberty in the publick worſhip of God. 3 
and this if our Author had conſidered, would 
have quite alter'd. the Caſe, and haye fully 
ſatisfied him that his anſwer to this Obje&ion 
18 altogether vain and frivolous, For the wor- 
ſhip of God admits of a double conſideration, 
if it. be barely conſidered as the worſhip: of 
God, then it 1s true that becauſe God knows 
the thoughts ; the fincerity of our Souls is ap- 
parent to him,without any outward expreſſions 
atall, Bur if we conſider it as publick, it is 
the worſhip of God in ſuch a.manner as may: 
not onely be known to God but to-men ; and: 
therefore in that. we are bound to uſe ſuch out-- 
ward Ceremomes ( 2, e. expreſſions of our re- 
yerence) as are publickly known to expreſs and 
nifie our honour to.God, that we practiſe 
at of our Saviour, Mat. 5. Let your Light ſo 
ſhine before men,82c. therefore as it is a worſhip 
of God, it requires our fincere intentions to- 
glorifie him by.it; and as.it 1s publick, ir re- 
quires that thoſe ſincere intentions be expreſſed 
by ſuch geſtures and ceremonies as are known 
to expreſs our intentions of honour,not onely to. 
God,but to all men that are preſent with us. 
_ Sothat (whatſoever our Author ſaith to the 
contrary, it is not falſe of publick worſhip 
(concerning which he knows well enough that - 
T. H. there ſpeaks) that it doth confiit (fo far 
as.it is publick) in the opumyons of men, _ 
Jo 


Bur (warethy woe d Thom.) for mow 

he _—_ _ %is Similinde ( his Pons : 

ſtrength)-thar he may ar one blow knock down: 

all opp ; s, the ſam of te 15this;. v7, 

' That © Asan Univerſal Monarch, though: 

- © hewould be willing to-propagate his own: 
"08 Langage yer amor be dieſe ar-hit 

<«that pays him honour in a different Lan- 
« ouape, and wouldar lexſtpardon thar di= 
-"v% that conſents in his owt glory.. So,. 

C. p. 5, 8c. 

In good'time; Bur ſi this Emperor: 
had commandedthat none ſhou[d-approach his 
preſence, or ſpeak to-him, but in his own Lan- 

:would're notbe apiece of very great hu» 
mility'in- 2 Subject, to: come'and: complement 
kim 1n.a different language (eſpecially when: 
the Languagerbarhe pream power had com-- 
manded'was the natural' Tonpne'of* that Sub-- 
por do youthink/tie-wonld nor have a: great 
deal'ofreaſon to pardonthe SubjeRt for rhar at-- 
frontito-his commands? Bur ith the Subjett, 
Eknow: this command of Yours was impoſlible- 
for all Your Subjects to obey; Becauſe all men. 
cannor ſpeak that Language you haye enjoined: 
therefore T hope-your Majeſty will confent ro 
that which tends to your own glory. ? what an-- 
Fer do you think (Sir,) would} be made to 
ſuch a Subje&t> would his Emperor think him- 
ſelf cbliged to him for his great civility. or 
would henot ratherwiſe pun1th him for his im- 
padence, 


" 


| (87) 
ence, in daring to break his conumands be. 
ore his face ? fi , ES _=_ thoſe of o= - 
ther Nations could 

ſo might be excuſed): yet coke can. —_— exculſe- 
to hier: whoſe —_— anguage it Was ſuppoſed 
to be. | 

Apply-this Sinulitude to the prefers buſiarlh, 
and fee what this Author willigan by making 
trae compariſons. 

God hath. commanded an Unit and Agree- 
ment in hs Publick Worthip ; the particular 
Magiſtrates « of our Clureh and Nation, who» 
are God's. Viceperents, to preſerve this Uniry ;. 
appoint thoſe Ceremonies-that aremoſt expreſ-- 
five of reverence in the place where we live,. 
and no- other to: be obſerved' in- the Publick 
Worſhipof God, Now- can any Member of 
our Church pretend any: impoſſibility for noe 
performing this.command®* or'does he think: = 
that this-ſhall excuſe him, becauſe ir is impoſ- 
ſible for all other people of all the nations in 
the world, thaz do not know them, to obſerye- 
thoſe ſame Ceremonies 2- 

Orlaſtly, do we think that he ought to be- 
excuſed for tis contempt of authority, becauſe: 
the different Ceremonies which he uſed in- 
God's Worthip did agree and-conſent in God's; 
Glory ?- 

For what he ſaith (p: 53.) viz. 

©* That as well may ditferent thoughts re-. 

«-preſent the Worſhip of God and his Son: 

CC « Jeſus. 


nguage,and: * / 
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_- ve Jeſus Chviſt, as different wotds'can repre- 

& {ent the ſame thought, 

I cannot tell what he would hayeby ir, But 
this I know, take it in the litteralſenſe of.it, it 
is as extravagant an aflertion as one can ea- 
fily meet wichall, For different words may 
ſignife the ſame things,. becauſe neither the 
things nor mens notions of things, do alter by 
the various words or languages in. which they 
aps vr But it 1s 1mpoſlible it ſhould be 
fon the Worſhip of God. For the Worſhip 
of God beingeſſentially placed, in the thoughts, 
different thoughts muſt make different Wor- 
ſhips. Bur perhaps this is. to be typically or 
anagogically interpreted. 

© for that laſh he gives the Roman Church, 

p. 53. The old Gentleman of the infallible 
Chair may well pardon him. for 1t, fince he 

makes him amends very ſpeedily after, (p. 56.). 

by drawing.in Henry the Eighth by the head 

and ſhoulders, firſt to belaſked for his Adul- 
tery, and.then for deſerting his good old friend: 
the Pope, | 


The laſt Obje&. He.anſwers (from p. 54. to. 
þ. 62.) Is that by which ſome would prove 

- himguilty of the Error of the Greeks by ſe= 
ve Tema of Scripture. 

The Error of the Greeks, Eſuppoſe was this. 
Their following vain and Heathen Philoſophy 
(or meer Humane Reaſon) againſt the Divine 

| Reve- 
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_ (89) 
Revelation of the Chriſtian Religion , by the 
Miracles and Preaching of Chriit and his A- 
poſtles, For from hence was it, that the Do- 
Ctrine of the Reſurre&ion was derided amongſt 
them, that the Apoſtles Preaching was thought 
fooliſhneſs, and the Croſs, a ftumbling-block. 
Now I appeal to any judicious and impartial 
Reager, whether this Author hath not driven 
on this ſame, or a worſe deſign in no ſmall 
part of his Book. | | 
For he hath endeayoured to prove, that 2 
man may be excuſable, though he follows his 
Humane Reaſon to the denial of Chriſtianity, 
(4. e.) in adire oppoſition to the Divine Re- 
velation, Nay he hath endeavoured to prove, 
that Jews, Heathens and Atheilts, arein an e= 
qual poſſibility of ſalvation with the unerring 
Chriſtian, 
Now I deſire this Author to prove, that e- 
yer the Heathen Greeks had amongit them any 
queſtion which they did defead more directly 
contrary to the Chriſtian Religion then His 1s, 
Which if he cannot do, he mult acknowledge 
that he hath out-done them all at the wiſdom 
of enticing words, to draw others from Chrt- 
ſtanity : and that he doth not come far ſhore 
of them at the wiſdom of the fleſh, and the 
wiſdom of the Princes of this World, will ap- 
pear in that he hath ſo muchrbuſied himſelf to 
prove, that Humane Reaſon may tolerate A- 
theiſm ic lf, and conſequently all _ - 
| - Wits 
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Iuſts and wickedneſs whatſoever. » 
. Away with you dull Greeks for a company 
of old fools, that could not improve your rea- 
{on further, then to the denial of Chriſt ! meer 
Gtegory-Grey-beards are you all, m compa- 
rifon of our Author, who can eh 2 preſent- 
ly how to deny the Being of a God by Humane 
-. Reaſon, and to excuſe your ſelves when you 
have done ; ſoexquiſitely hath he found our a 
gc to happineſs, and fo gentilely hath he 

tollowed the direftons of his own Reaſon, 

The Gentleman in thenext place proceeds to 

eſtabliſh his Dodtrine by poſitwve Arguttents, 
_ Aud his firſt Arguments from the fafery of 
it, _ he yon to prove by _ 
runp = v1F.) every mans own. Reaſon, 

with others that ah ln tecicicn with tt. 
« As fir{t with the apprehenſion of a Viſion 


* or Revelation extrinſecally coming into 


= the Soul.. Pp: 62, : | 
If he means nothing bur Enthuſiaſme here- 
by, TI hall one!y leaye it to be diſputed be- 
twixt him and his gratefull friends the Quak- 
ers. For I know no Chriſtian that will follow 
or expectnew lights, ſince God hath given us 
the Goſpe], apoſitive law to govern our lives 
and actions ; and fince the Apoltletells us, Gal. 
I, 8. Thas if be,.or an Angel from beaucn ſhould 
nr any othcr Goſpel,, be ought t0 be held ac- 
curſed. 
If he means all revelation 1n general war 
h 
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that of che Goſpel nor excepted, as what may 
not a man venture at, who is indued with his 
Humane Reafon, which hath ie) taught 


him eo excuſe Infidelity and Atheiſm?) I defire 
him to conſider, that fince he himſelf hath pro- 
ved m the latter end of his Book, that we have 
Reaſon to believe the Scriptnres to 'be 
rhcenoes aero bo amf cat Searhe Divi 

us miſt caſt upcn the Divine 
Wifdon, if he dares to afferc ue eyery mans 
own Reafon ts 2 fafer rule to walk by, then that 
rule which God hath particularly revealed tous 
f-om heavenfor that purpoſe, Unkfs therefore 
he canthink onr ownReafon more mfallible thery 
the Reafon of God himſelf, he muſt conclude, 
(if he believes the Goſpel to be Gods Word, 
as he profeſteth to do) that it is mnch ſafer ro 
follow that law which God hath been pleaſed 


| to giyeus, then the law of our own Reaſon, 
| For atherwrſe the Divine Revelation had been 


altogether vain and ufeleſs. 
Secondly, The next guide he endeavours 
to. prove lefs fafe than Humane Reaſon, 1s 

Authority. p- 63. : 

By which he hach nor cos what he 
means, ſo that by this Difcourle (fince he hath 
no ways limited the ſtgnification of the word) 
we may juſtly judge he intended tofer up every 
man's Reafon as a fafer guide then all Authort- 
ty, His reaſons this, 

« For if that Authority preſcribe mn 
cc ve 


falſe. For in all indifferent things 
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* tune inour obedience, 
But I pray you Sir, Are there not many 


- truths that can beno ways made evident (or at 


leaſt nor ſo evident as is conyenient) but by the 
ſuffrage of Authority > as the diſtintion of 
perſons in the ſacred Trinity, the Deity of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. For if the univer- 
{al conſent of the Church ia. theſe points did not 
clearly prove, that thoſe Texts of Scripture 
which are arged for them, were to be ſo inter- 
preted, it would not perhaps be ſo eafie a mat- 
ter to {top a ſubtile Socinians mouth by meer 
Scripture ; and much leſs by meer Reaſon. 
___ It we take Authority in the other common 
eoep tation of the word for lawful power ; the 
Author's aſſertion is ſtill worſe and much more 
and doubt- 
tul matters, the Anthority of the Magiſtrate 1s 
to preſcribe to us, not our own Reaſon onely : 
it being much (aferfor us to follow authority 1n 
thoſe caſes, then to be guided onely by our 
ſelves. So that, Sir, you ſee by this time that 
in moſt actions of our lives (for mot of them 
do concern indifferent things) we have not on- 
ly good fortune but good reaſon in our obed1- 
ence to authority. Nay in ſome caſes (and thoſe 
not a few) authority is the onely reaſon of our 
afſent ; as1n all matters of fa&t, the reaſon of 
our belief can benothing elſe, bur the authori- 
ty of the witneſſes ; andin all matters of hiſto- 
| | Ly, 


- © haye good fortune, and meerly good for 
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F$, thereaſon of our beliefis not- ſo much the 
reaſonableneſs or credibility of the thing thac 
np || 15 related, as the credit and conſent of Aurhars, 
ar | which is tiothing elſe but Authority; from 
the | whence 1t15 that we canprove the truth of the 

of || Scriptures themſelves: and iffo, then ſurely it 
the || was very Chriſtianly ſaid of this Gentleman, 
er- | that we have onely good fortune in pur obedi- 
aot | ence to authority;for then. we have nothing bur .. 
ure - pw fortune for our belief of the Scriptures 
| themlelyes,ſince the Reaſon ofit is only groun= 
2t- || ded on Authority, But he proceeds p. 64. 

eer | . © That if 1t lead us into errour, we haye 
** nothing to plead for our excuſe, for we 
on | © have'nochung to ſay for our obedience to 
the * that authority. + 
ore | Who would have thought it > have we no- 
bt- || thing to ſay for opr belief of matters of fa&t and 
is | hiſtory, if we be deceived in them? have we 
y : | 20 excuſe for our ſelyes>. certainly any body 
/ in |} but this Author would allow us a very confide- 
zur Þ| rable, nay a full excuſe of our errour from the 
hat || teſtimony of the witneſſes ; elle our Magiitrates 
em || are ina very hard caſe, who are bound to paſs 
n- | ſentence, even in caſes of life and death, Se- - 

di- | cundum allegata, Q& probata (7. e.) accordin 
oſe -, evidence, which they have from the witnel- 
ur I Ks. Ti 
of | Buthowever, he is reſolved to prove it from 
ri- | the example of Eve, who pleaded the Autho- 


o- Þ| rity of the Serpent, and yer was puniſhed. = 
| ihe 
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ſhe not deſerye ir, fince- ſhe dared to belieyg 
the Serpent rather then God himſelf > Aye bur 
«« Adam toe was accurled, becauſe he be- 

« lieved that which was figuratively one 
«with him his wife: ( as Members of 
« the Church pretend to do the Church, 

« rather then that which was moſt cerrai 

« and ſingly one with him, which was tus 

* own Reaſon. p. 64. 

What a fine ſtory have we here > the Author 
mighe,if he had pleaſed, have made ſhort work, 
and havetold us that Aden was accurſed for 
believing his wife rather then himſelf. Bur then 
the pretty Simile had not ſo well brought 1n 
the Church, which this Gentleman was reſo]- 
ved to drag in (as Henry the Eighth was drawn 
in juſt before) by the head and ſhoulders, For 
if ever any thing came in impertinently this 
does : For was there ever any Member of the 
Church that believed the Church for no other 
reaſon, but becauſe it was figuratively one with 
himſelf? if not, to what purpoſe was this pa- 
renthefis of the Church crowded in, in this 
place? unleſs it was to makeall his admirers to 
caſt off their obedience to the Church, But if 
any be hereby perſwaded to it, they muſt be 
ſuch as are not able to diſtinguiſh between 
Reaſon and Impertinency. But to let that paſs, 
Iwonder who told him that Adam was accurſ- 
ed for believing his wife rather then his own 
Reaſon; whoeyer he was, a Scotch man "_— 
ca 
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ere yen to be no other , then becauſe he 


his own Reaſon, -For that Law was nota Law 
of Nature or Reafob, but 2 meerpoſttive Law 
of God. For(had not God particularly forbid 
it) it had becn for all any reaſon to the contra- 
ry, 35 lawful for Adamto havecaren of that 
Troc,as of apy” Tree in all Ede: Bar the cauſe 
of his curſe. was this, that he' followed his 
Wifes. example and perſwaſton rather then the 
reſs commands and threatnings of God. 
hat does all this make again} Authority ? 
fiace Adam was accurſed for not obeying the 
divine Authority. Who would. ever belicye 
any Authority after ſo grand a' demonſtration 
againſt it ferch'd from Adam's green-britches ? 
As for what he faith, þ. 65. of blinding our 
own eyes, &'c. 1 onely defire him to rell me 
whether he dath believe that we muſt neyer 
follow nor affent to Authority > If he 'cannor 
be ſo ridiculous to belive 1t,jthen ſurely our 04 
bedience and afſent to Authority where it is ne= 
ceſſary(as inmoſt caſesof our lives Thavealrea- 
dy proved it 15)is not a blinding our own eyes; 
and a putting our ſelves into a greater on 
- t 
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liry of nor finding then of lighting upon th 


true paſlage to Heaven, as he would there in- 
finuate? For I.muſt needs tell him, that his 
Book is nothung elſe almoſt but a piece of com- 
mon ſophiſtry , vz3.. an univerſal concluſion 
from ſome few particulars, and this manage 
by hiding. himſelf in general and ambiguons 
terms, little fimiles, and fly infinuarions ex- 
actly fitted to deceive the vulgar, and thereby 
to deftroy all Peace and Unity in the Church, 
by making them have ſo high an opinion of 
their own Reaſons, that is of themſelves os 
whuch they are. naturally. prone enough ; for 
the Fool is wiſeſt in his. own eyes) that they 
Thall ſoon ſcorn'.and contemn all Authority 
whatſoever, which he endeayonrs to infinuate 
by the advantage of ſafety on the contrar 
part, p. 65. © Now contrariwiſe (faith hey 
« they that are guided by their own under- 
«« ſtanding if they commit themſelyes wholly 
*fo1t). are as ſafe onthe left hand as on the 
* right, as ſecure of happineſs in their Erfours 
*«as others are in the Truths they happen to fall 
* into, | "hh 3a 
. Hath he not now diſcovered moſt apparently 
what he means by his Humane Reaſon ? Is tt 
Aot the very ſame with Ralpho's New-light > 
; For as of Vagbonds we ſay, TOE: 
That they are ne'r befedes their way; 
What e'r.men ſpeak by this New-light, 
- StilFthey arc ſore to be #8) right” X 
op= 


(97) 

- Sy Fate then that any one ſhould commit 
himſe ſo wholly to his underſtanding, thar 
he ſhould by the Errors of it be led into ther, 
murder, rebellion, ſchiſm, hereſe;infidelity and 
Atheiſm it ſelf, would not th's man hereby, 
think you, bein a very ſafe condition > and 
would not God Almighty at the great day of 
judgment be very well fatisfied for the com- 
miſflion of all theſe crimes, with this anſwer, 
that the man did wholly commit himſelf to the 
guidance of his own underſtanding ? or rather 
would not his own conſcience tell him that he 
ought to have been better inform'd > and that 
he might have been ſo if he had not been ſo 
ſelf-conceited of his own opinions, 

Did ever any man but this Author make ſuch 
uſe of his Humane Reaſon to, countenance all 
the villanies in the world ? For what miſchief 
15 there ſo great that a man may not be led into 
by committing himſelf wholly to the guidance 
| of his own underſtanding, if it be not before- 
hand rightly inform'd and inftrufted 2 Now 
ſhould we not have a bleſied world were men 
as ſecure in theſe Errours that might lead 
them into all theſe villanies before mentioned, 
45 others are in their Truths ? But fu'ther, 
Should a man chance to prove, that in moſt 
Caſes of our lives we are ſecure, if we follow 
Authority, though we may err thereby ; nay, 
though we err contrary to our own Realon : & 
that, on the other hand, if we err by following 

E our 
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onr own Reaſon againit Authority, we are 
clearly left withour cxcule. for our. preſum- 
ption, How then ? what would become 
of the grand ſecurity our Author ſaith. every 
man hath in being guided by his own under- 
ſtanding 2 Would 1t not thence be clearly pro- 
wed, that Authority is a much ſafer Guide in: 
thoſe things then every mans own Reaſon? and, 
yet (I think) what I have undertaken will nei- 
ther require any extraordinary brains,nor pains 
to demonſtrate. For 1s it not as viſible as the 
Sun in our aſſent to all matters of Fact from 
the Authority of Witneſſes, and in our obedi- 
ence to Authority in all indifferent things? for | 
in both theſe Caſes (eſpecially in the latter) he 
that errs with Authoricy may plead the Autho- 
rity for his excuſe: but he that errs againſt ir, 
is quite left without any excuſe at all, 

For in all things indifferent in their own na- 
ture ( 7.e. ) all fich things which before any 
Humane Commands concerning them are 
wholly left to every mans own judgment, bein 
neither forbidden nor commanded by God, 1 
the Authority of our Goyernours doth inter- 
wene, and command that this indifferent thing 
ſhall be done,though we did think it more rea- 
{onable ro be left undone, yet we muſt be 
bound in theſe Caſes to obey Authority rather 
then our own Reaſon, For otherwiſe every 
mans Reaſon would be his Maguttrate, andhe - 
Mould be onely bound to dothat which 1s right. 

12 
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in his own eyes and norhing elſe,, Would not 
our Authors Doctrine be: yery well fitted' to 
the peace of all Society > and does not he de 


| {rvevery well fromthe publick by doing what 


lies in his power to wheadle into the heads of 
his unwary Readers ( which are the greateſt 
number of men amongſt us) that it is Fer for 
every man to be govern'd by the Laws of his 
own Reaſon, then by the Laws of the Church 


- and Nation, of which he is a Member 2 


But now ſuppoſe we ſhould err in doing any” 
indifferent things in obedience to our Goyer= 
nours,. and that it had been really better that 
it had not been done, yet our Oy Opt. 
Contrary to our own Reaſon ſhould in this caſe 
excuſe us. Whereas whoſo errs in following his 
own Reaſon, contrary to the commands of Au- 
thority 1a indifferent things, is altogether lefe 
Without excuſe,cither before God or Man ; un= 
leſs it be before thts good-natur'd Author who 
1s reſolved to excuſe him by half a Jury of 
Reaſons: but 1 may juſtly except againſt eyery 
one of them 3 for there 1s none of them that 1s 
both honeſt and true. 

Firſt Reaſon 1s this, ©* There is no danger 

*« of periſhing where there is no diſobedi- 

< ence, but without this eyery man may of= 

*tenerr, the command of God being not 

* to find out Truth, but to endeayour the 

« finding 1t3 for the Command 1s, Search 

* and ye ſhall find, þ. 66. 
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Is not this pleaſant ? For what was the end 
of this Command ? onely that we 
ſhould turn Seekers and borrow D7ogenes his 


Candle and Lanthorn, and go pecking abonr 


all our life time, that we might in ſearching 
have ſomething to buſie our ſelyes about ? or 
was it given us that we might find out Truth ? 
If the latter was the end of the Command ; 
then that which binds to the end, commands 41! 
the lawful meansto that end, So thar he which 
is to ſearch for Truth, 1s by that Command bid 
to make uſe of all thoſe means that God hath 
afforded himto the finding it out, Wherefore 
who ever faileth by the wilful negle& of any 
means he had for the finding Truth, is there- 
fore inexcuſable, Now ſince Authority 1s the 
immediate and ready way by which we find 
out many Truths ( as all matters of Fa and 
Hiſtory, on which the Truth of Scripture 1t 
{]f doth depend) if any man being. to ſearch 
for any Truths of this ſorr,ſhall out of his own 
ſelf-conceit neglect all Authority (by which the 
matter was onely to be known) and ſhall ſearch 
onely by the reaſon of the thing ; would not 
any man conclude him to be juſt as wiſe, and 


Jult as excuſable, as he who being commanded 


to look for the Hare when the Dogs were at 4 
loſs, runs to thenext houſe and falls a pulling 
of the Tyles to look for her in the roof of the 
houſe. For might not this wiſe Seryant pre- 
tend as good a Reaſon to excuſe him(elf as our 
|  ; Au- 


| (1x01) 
Author's wiſe Reaſon that he here alledgeth ? 
For might he nor ſay to his Maſter ? Sir, your 
Command was not to find out the Hare, but 
onely to ſearch-for it > Do we not think now 
that this man did very well obey his Maſters 
Command > and that he ought to be return'd 
an abundance of thanks for his pains ? for a- 
las poor Fellow ! he did as he was bidden, he 
- looked for the Hare : nay poſſibly he could 
give as good a Reaſon for the manner of his 

earch as any is in all Humane Reaſon,viz, that 
he that will find whar is loſt muſt ſearch,as well 
where it 15 not, as where it is 2 {o that he fol- 
lowed but his own Reaſon in the ſearch ; and 
therefore if our Author was his Maſter , he 
© - would without doubt reſt very well ſatisfied 
with him, 

Secondly, our Authors next Reaſon, p.67. is 
this. © Becauſe we lay the blaſphemous ac- 
< cuſation of injuſtice npon God, if he pu= 
_ _—_ for an Errour, that we could not a- 
© YO14. 

Theſe are his words : but I __— it ſhould 
be thus (f we ſay that he punitherh us for an 
Error we could not ayoid)for if God Almighty 
| doth really puniſh us for ſuch Errours, then it 
could be no blaſphemy 1n us to ſay ſo, neither 
would 1t be any accuſation of injuſtice ,. .but 
onely a declaration of the plain Trurh, 

But what man ever ſaid fo, that underſtood 
What he ſaid, that God will puniſh us for Er- 

| E 1 rours 
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Tours that we conld no ways avoid > What 
then 15 this Reaſon to the purpoſe ? Oh !. very 
-much, faich he, For arenot all Errours ſuch: 
which we fall mto after a full ſearchfor Truth, 
according to the beſt means repreſented to our 
underſtanding ? TL. grant it; But if we do not 
rightly inform our underſtanding when it is in 
our power to.do it ;' nay,if we thallnegle& any 
of thoſe means that God hath Fiven us for our: 
information, then our Erronr will not be ſuch. 
as we could notavoid ; and conſequently with- 
out any injuſtice God may and will puniſh us 
for it, Wherefore he that ſhall out of wiltul 
| ow neglect Authority or Revelation. tn 
ſearching for Truths that are moſt ly 
found outby them, does not nfe the beſt and 
moſt proper means that God hath given him to 
that end ; and therefore may as juſtly be pu- 
iſhed for his folly (though he may think he- 
follows his. own Humane Reaſon intheſearch ) 
as that Seryant did deferyeto be well rib. roa- 
ſed by his Maſter for ſearching for the Hare 
at the top of the houſe, becauſe he did not 
look for her in the proper place to find her, 
The third Reaſon, p; 68. **Becaufe we ought 

** not to- belicye Errours of faith ro be 

« damnable. 

But if theſe Errours befundamental and ob- 
ſinately continued 1n, againſt plain means of 
conviction, in oppoſition to authority; in ſpight 
of our Aurhors Reaſon, I muſt belieye you 

mM. 


(703) 
damnable. Oh ! no (faith he) for this is moſt 
wildly uncharitable : but why ſo? becauſe this: 
was to-damnmillionsof men, for one that ſhall 
be ſaved. But this damns none bur ſuch as wil- 
fully and obſtinately continue in their errours,, 
and thereby become hererticks ;. nor themnet- - 
ther, for it 1s poſſible they may live to repent 
and amend : but if they Jie in'hereſfie, that they 
die in damnable fins, we muſt believe, if we- 
will believe either'S, Paul, Gal..5, x9, 20, &Cc.- 
-who reckons up ſeditions and herefies amonglt 
the reſt of the black catalogue,which ſhall 'ſhur: 
15 out from the Kingdom of heaven 3 or S. Pe- 
#er, who plainly tells us,.that there are damna-- 
Þdleherehes, 1n his ſecond Epiſt, c, 2.v..1. 
Now-if this be contrary to charity ito afſerr,. 
Leannot help it, -I have very good company in: 

; ritablenels; for $./Percr:and S,Paul are 
both putky of it as well as T.-- Oh:uncharitable: 
Apoſttes !. that had no more pity, nor-love, nor 
compaſſion in you to thoſe millions of diffenters: 

that were hereticks in your time, but that you 
muſt not onely believe, but pronounce the Er-- 
rours in faith-of the greateſt partiof the world: 
to be damnable hereftes !. e'n ſhift for your 
ſelves == 'Apoftles ,. for this- Author hath: 
-Charg'd you home with wild uncharitableneſs, 
His fourth Reaſon, Ibid, and p.-69. 
«We ought not to teach men that- any Er-- 

*rours in belief overthrow our hopes of ſal-- 

*-yation, unleſs we could-give them a cata- 
; E. 4: « Jogue: 


(104) 
* Jogue of thoſe Errours that do ſo. 
But why 2 becauſe this would be more un- 
comfortable then the other 15 uncharitable, for 


' it would neceſſarily lead men into deſpair. 


What then ? Muſt we teach them to. throw 
away their Bibles, and renounce all the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and wholly to. commit 


themſelyes to the guidance of their own Reaſon 


(as our Author ſeems to do, p. 65.) and that 
then they-ſhall be Cafe enough and need not fur- 
ther trouble their heads with matters of faith 
or religion, No, ſurely;there is a middle way 
which 1s plain for all men to walk in, which 
ought to .be ſhown them (z. e.) this : That 
ſome errours of faith are damnable, though not 
all ; and we may eaſily give them a general 
catalogue of what errours are ſo, by which 
they may judge of particulars. 

Thoſe Errours of Faith are damnable. which 
are wilfully run into, and all ſuch as are cont- 
nued in, in oppofitionto the Authority of the 
Church perverſely, and abſtinately : and thus 
our Author hath a general catalogue of what 
Errours are damnable ; let him make what uſe 
of it he can, 

The fifth Reaſon, p. 69. and 70. 1s this, 
*« Becauſe we cannot know our fault, and 

& therefore have no means of repenting of 1t: 

« and conſequently cannot expect pardon 

«for it; there being no forgiveneſs without 

«« repentance, and repentance, RO 
Wills. 


ale _Mlw@UYlll.cv XvxXX =, x 


v» * co” V0 We i... 


6165) 


* without knowledge of our fault; 
Bur if this be true, 1t would damn all may- 
kind, For who is there that hath ever had. a 
particular knowledge of all the finsthat he hath 
committed? fo that there muſt be many of them 
according to this Gentlemans reafon, unrepent=- 
ed off, and conſequently unpardoned. Whar's 
become of this Gentlemans great charity which 
he hath always boaſted of ? for this opinton1s 
much more uncharitable then any of thoſe 
whoſe uncharitableneſs he hath ſo much de- 
claimed againſt. But (thanks be to God) thts 
15-not true. For ſure-we are, David doth repent 
him of thoſe faults which he had no knowledge 
off, Pſ. 19.12, 1n that Prayer: of his, Who can 
underſtand his errours ? cleanſe thou me from my 
ferret faults. By which-the Royal Prophet muſt 
mean ſuch faults as he himſelf had forgotten, 
and had no knowledge of ; elſe the firſt part of 
the verſe, which is the reaſon of the following 
petition, -could have no coherence with-thelat- 
ter,. which 1s the pericion.it ſelf grounded upon: 
the former, Befides,, Why can we haye no- 
knowledge of our fault unleſs it be committed 
againſt our own Reaſon ? For though we erre 
only againſt authority,and are for a time blind: 
ed-wich-prejudice, fo that we cannot at preſent 
ſe our eorour, is itnot poſſible that the preju- 
dice afterwards may be removed, by a due in- - 
formation from others, or by our own ſerious 
conſideration aſſiſted by - Grace of God 2: If 
n.- it 
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i is poſſible, then there is nothing of truth nox. 


conſequence in this Reaſon, ==» 
His ſixth:Reafon, p. 70. 15 this, 


« The your probability oftrauth on all-fides, 

e erring ones, ought to make us be-. 
«« lieve that God will not puniſh thoſe that - 
*c.Crre, 


« event 


To this Tanſwer; If bur errours be ſuch as. 
arenot the effets or cauſes of anylin anus, we: 
have no.reaſon- tothink but God: will pardon. 
them : But if ourerrours are the effects of wil-. 
full ignorance, pride, or idleneſs; or if they. 
have led us into ſchiſm-and herefie , and: con-. 

-tempt of authority,then'we can hayeno hopes of 


pardon without amendment, wherefore fin be-. 


oo—_ commonly, either the cauſe or the. ef-. 
fect of our.crrours, or.-both ; 1t. proves that. 


- 


there.is no ſmall danger:in them. 


But there is no ſuch greatdanger fromerrors. 
(faith this Gentleman): p. 7-7, | 
«*«Eor it is-not-confiltent- with the goodneſs. 
*«of God to have made-truthſo difficult to be. 
«found. 6ut, if he intended to puniſh the mils, | 


&« of 1t with eternal puniſhments, = 
To this Tanſwer, That where the difficulty 


farpaſſeth the helps that God hath given us, we. 


need-not fear that God will puniſh useternally. 
for nor finding out ſuch truths. For if they had 
been neceſſary to be known for..our ſalvation, 
they ſhould have been ſuired to our capacity. 
Byt if we are wilfully ignorant of any —_ | 
DER truytns, 
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tnichs,- then it 1s pot. contrary to the goodneſs 
of God topuniſh us eternally for it, as well as 
for any other fin Hoy mn in my thout = 
pentance, For-the {ame thing . might- as well. 
be urged to free men, mh ihment, . 
for moſt other fins aswell as this of wilull er-- 


roar. For ſince it:is-ſo very-difficule to fleſh-apd. 


blood, . to abſtain from thoſe fins which profit 
and pleaſure cempts us £o, .and {o eafie--to run : 
into them; -nay ſince there- is but one- way.of 


exactvertue, which isthe middle way for thoſe - 


many hundreds that lead to -vitious exereams:3 
and (as he ſaith-of crath) there 'i5- no: certain : 
Mark ſet upon-thar one, .to diftinguith it from : 
others ; he may therefore-aswell think 1r:incon-- 
ſiſtent with the divine goodneſs to puniſh--men : 
eternally for their yices, as for-their -errours; ; 
ſince the reaſon is thevery ſame in both. 

But now, ſuppoſing -it- was true (which he: 
can'never proye) that God would notpumuſhus . 
for our wilful errours, yer ſiricethe.conſequence . 
of errours doth naturally lead-us into the moſt 


| damnable fins, -it therefore behooveth us (if . 


we tender our eternal happineſs) totake care to - 
preſerve aur ſelves from-errour, which may be-: 
not only of dangereus; ;but- of .damnable. con-- 
{ſequence tous. & 
What then is the wifeſt way for the molt of 
men, to guard themſelves fromtheſe dangers ?* 
This 15 a queition well worth our-con!1dera-- 
tion, .3f we think wehave ſuch ſouls 1n us , 4s 
are. 


(108). 
are endangered by errour to be eternally loft. 
and miſerable. ; 
What then muſt the common people here a- 
monglſt us (the greateſt part of which , have 
ſcarce reaſon enough to demonſtrate themſelves 


to be men) do to ſecure themſelves > 


I anſwer, Ir is the fafeſt way for them, 
to relie upon the Church, eſpecially in all mat- 
ters of indifferency and of unneceſſary diſputes : 
and upon ſome of thoſe Guides which the 
Church hath lawfully called and authorized mn 
all caſes of conſcience. et 

For fince- (as this Gentleman tells us) many, 
nay moſt of men, and the wiſeſ- of men have 
erred-(though they have had all:the advantages 
to improve their reaſons, that this world could 
afford them) how ſhould any ordinary man, 
Who is void of all helps but his own natural 
reaſon, dare to rely upon it alone, in-buſineſs 
of ſo great concern as his eternal happineſs or 
miſery > Eſpecially, fince he doth not think 1t 
convenient to rely upon it- in buſineſs of leſſer 
concern, viz, That of his health or eſtate. 

Now I appeal to all men, that in difficult ca- 
fes doconſult their Lawyer and Phyſician; whe- | 
ther they do not think it ſafer to'rely upontheir | 
judgements, then to be governed only by them- 
{elves ? they muſt fay they do ſo, ele they were 
mad to conſult them, and give them money for 
nothing. So that this Author hath the fuffra Te 
of all wiſe men againſt his opinion, when | - 
tells. 


(109) 
tells ns that upon the account of ſafety, we 
ought to commur our ſelyes wholly ro ourown 
reaſon inthe ſearch of truth, Nay I will refer 
« to himfelf, and'challenge him upon: his re- 
putation. (if he hath any left) to.tell. me whe- 
ther his own practiſe doth not contradi&t his o= 


*Pinzon ? "that is, whether or no he conſults his 


own reaſon, and commits himſelf wholly to-the 
guidance of it, in cafes that concern his life and 
eltate, or whether he is gutded by the DoGtor, 
and the Barriſter? t,t 
Tothis perhaps he will anſwer, that he H- 
mits. his diſcourſe. to. theiſearch of Religious 
eruths, in which it ts moſt ſafe for us to: rely 
upon our own Reaſon; X, 
But Ipray you, Sir, why not then in all o- 


' ther ? can you ſhow meany cauſe of difference? 


If you fay becauſe Religion is grounded upon 
probabilities, I Anſwer, -fo is Phyſick -upon 
much more uncertainty then Religion ; and the 
Law 15no leſs built upon uncertamties in many 
caſes which have nor been determined by. pre- 
fidents, But ſuppoſe that religious matters are 
more intricate and obſcure , and leſs certain 
then other things; ſince: errours in Religion 
are no leſs dangerous to our Souls, then er- 
rours in Law and Phyſick are to our Eſtates and 
Lives, (if we believe we have any fouls) We 
ought then to be more careful ro conſult our 
Guides of Conſcience, then weare to take ad-" 
yice of our Lawyer or Phyſtclan, But exper1- 
ence 


@29): - 

ence-andi praiſe 55: che beſt-teacher; 1 || 

Let:us now ſuppoſe every provate perſon to 
be wholly committed: to:the-gintdance of his. 
own 1 (according to; this Author's: Do-- 
CO us Ke:whar afcry. he: enjoys 
erebyc pf +" 8+, I \* BTK 6. 5 #4 4 
Gentiaman from Rexe(thar hath-been broughe 
bp: inall:adyantagesof: Learning and Educati-- 
on):thathonld baffle is reafon tor:the defence. 
of Proteſtantiſm, . then if he wll:a& rationally. 
he muſt preſently turn Papilt ; and lJowice ver(7, 
Theme thing:would alto hold if heſhould'be + 

fled byany:Jefuit, under the difgmile of -any. 
other SeCtary. whatſoever :'for he am{t.ſo ofe. 
ten change his Religion as he meets:with more 
crafty Dyputantsthantumſelf.' By which means- 
he might every:hour have 2 ſeveral religion, . 
and change ſo often-till.at laſt he -had -quitred 
all m_— rarn'd :Arherft, which-we ee 
to be the 'ordinary;:conſequence.;of - frequent - 
changes;. »Nay further, ſuppoſe he meets with - 
- fomeſubtle: Jeſuit 1nidiſpuite (whole. buſineſs 
 K1stoconvert men, ficft ro debauchery, -then 
to Atheiſm, and ſo by degrees to Popery) who - 
ſhould baffic all his reaſons for the practiſe of 
vertue, .nay for the immorrihty-of us ſou} ;and 
forthe being of God (as.1t may-well 'beſup- 
pos d-where there is ſo-great a difference inthe 
advantages of the perſons) What then will be= 
come of him, if he commits himſelf only.to the 
guidance. 


vn 


| ay" 
id:nce of his own Reaſon ? hemuſt 


tly commence Brute,..and believe char tee 
mk meo-Gulthes the: horſe or-any other 
beaſt, and-that heſhall die-and-periſh: like.one- 


of them :- nay he maſt tyen Athaſt and:not:on- 
ly deny- the Lord that bought. him, buethac 
God that made him, and' ſo be-left altogether 
wichour any excuſe, 'Is not-rhuis perſon now 


very ſafe- (think you) under the | eof 


his own reaſon 2: therefore it be hrtced 


run-into Popery, Hereſie, and Atheiſm, lerus: 


follow our-own-Reaſons, and. wholly -commit. 
ourſelves toour:own guidance ::\if not, Letus 


follow the Church of E nel and,andrhoſeguides 
which ſhe hath ſet over us-in-all difficult caſes, 


of which we our ſelyes/can be no competent: 
judges ; and when we are preſs'd- withanyare. 


gumentfor a change in our religion (whichwe 
are not: able to anſiver) let us repair ro-our - 


own lawfull Minifter, or to ſome other that - 


| ſhall dire@ us , for a ſausfaQtion: of ourt- 


doubts and objeCtions. 


And though this-may ſeem a Paradox n this. 


Age of Schifm and Faction ; yer the relying on. 
the Church 1s the very ſame direQion that St. 

Paul gives,., 1 Tim. 3. $. where he. callsthe- 
Church of God, The pillar and ground of truth, 
For if ſo, then all that are Chriitians, oughteo - 
rely upon this pillar, and to build their faith: 
upon that which 1s the ground of truth; Bur'T: 
know he there means the Liaiyerſal _ 
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-.- Buryouw] fay; how ſhould I (who am an it 


literate perſon, or a private Gentieman, and _ 


- underſtand not the languages 1a which the Scri- 
ptures and other Church-writings are pen'd,) 
know what the Doftrine- of ' the [miverſal 

Church 1s? for Fam not able to (earch for the 
Chriſtian DoEtrine my (elf... 

I anſwer, Read the. Scriptures in- Engliſh, 
-and praGtiſe thoſe things that are plain and-ea- 
fie fn them: and as for difficult diſputes either 
Jet them quite alone, or elſe conſult in all diffi- 
-Culties the dire&ions of your own Church, the 
Church of England, by thoſe guides which ſhe 
hath ſet oyer you. But may not theſe deceive 
me too;. as.well as my own Reafon ? 

I Anſwer, It is probable that they whoſe 
buſineſs it is to ſtudy thoſe things, muſt know 
them more certainly then I,. who have neyer 
had time nor convenience to ſtudy them; 

But ſuppoſing they ſhould decerye me, as long 
2s I am 1n this life, I ſhall always be ſubject to 
errour ; and if Ido follow theſe direttions,ſure 
T am, 1t 15 their fault and not mine, if they lead 
me into errour ; for I have done what I could 
to-prevent it: and ſure Iam, I cannot this way 


_ beled into-Popery, Infidelity and Atheiſm (as 


I may be if I wholly commit my {elf to the ſole 


| ome of my own reaſon) ſince our Church 
e 


h ſo plainly guarded us againlt the Idolatry 
@f Rome 10 1ts plain Homilies, and againſt Infi- 
delity and Atheiſm by her full and ſhort Con- 
chuſm, 


SS 347 2. Foy . Þ - * » " + 
D p SETS des EO 24 45 te 6s Wa nr > Ne. OE OS) Ss 4 » th 
Le ee Cy rn ra Ee dc, Oo Se RE OR... 6 
. 10 "Ep NS $548 < EET. tk 243. Sa - 
- X 
o {> 
t : 2 J 
* $ | 
F 


(113) als 
chiſm, and by allowing us the uſe of the Scri- 
ptures, . I dare confidently aver, that there is 

no. ways 1n the world left for us that areunlear- 


. ned, to keep us. (without a miracle) from He- | 


. refie, and Schiſm, or Popery and Atheiſm, but 
only by this method that Lhave now laid down. 


- It lam mujftaken, I ſhall be very thankful to 


any one that will ſhow me wherein : If I am 
not. nuſtaken, .I muſt deſire our Author to give 
me leave to think, that the authority of the 
Church 1s a ſafer Guide, to me than my own 
Reaſon : ard conſequently, that all his boaſt of 
ſafety 1s nothing elle bur meer -1mpertinence, 
and tallhood..... ET Bo 
Several things(it 1s poſſible) will be object- 
ed againſt this method which I have laid down 
for the ſafety of all private Gentlemen , and 
men of ordinary. capacity, eſpecially for com- 
mon, people ; which was thus, | 
Thar eyery-one ſhould rely upon the Church 
of England, and thoſe Guides of Conſcience 


which ſhe hath authorized in all difficult ca- 


ſes, and doubtfull matters, which {urpaſs.his 
own abilities to x1, SY 

Againſt this 1t may be objected, Firſt, That 
this 15 to-run into the ſame implicit faith which 
we condemn 1n the Romaniſt ; and put out our 
own eyes that we may ſce with other mens, 

I anſwer, Not at all : forI allow every one 
the free uſe of the Scriptures and their own rea- 
ſons inall matters that are within the _ of 
ther 
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thei a dr ei proper hb 
Ir capicity, and withm'therr proper -Iphear 
of aQicn : and for all others that are above 
them, T have ſhown them (Fam ſure) the ſafeſt 
guide I can poſſibly find. If any body can: 
produce a ſafer letthem, and they will do very 
good ſervice to the publick. 

| Secondly, Tt may be objeCted, That by this- 
DireCtion, they that are Fapiſts (eſpecially the 
common ſort of them} are 1n no poflibility to 
be freed from the Romun Toke ;. and conſe- 
uently muſt continue in Idolatry, and there- 
ore in moſt imminent peril of damnation, 

I Anf\yer, I gave not this direGtion_to P4- 
Piſts , or thoſe that are without our Church; 
or What have I todo to judge them that are 
without ? "Bur to thoſe who are' or ought*ro 
'be obedient Children of the moſt Chriſtian 


, 


and tender Mother the Church of Englund; þ 


who is guilty of no- corruption from the'Prt- 
.mitive Guilfianiy cher DoGtrineor Wor- 
Thip-; who enjoyns the Belief -of no new Ar- 
ticles of Faith, nor noTdolatrons Worfhtp, tor 
commands' any. thing that is ſinful ro be obey- 
ed ; the contrary to which the Church of Reme 

45 moſt apparently guilty of. ' | 
Now I refer it to any man;or toalkmankind 
to judge which 1s the ſafeſt way for us of the 
' Church of England 5 whether to-perfwade all 
ef our Communion to be govern'd 'by their 
own Reaſon, and ſo to endanger the lols of the 
greateſt part of them that are now free wn 
__ 
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Wag .  - 
-mmtſt continee fo, ſo'leng as they conteme-in 
obedience ro our Charch ) from all fear of 
Poptth Tdolatry, and thereby to expoſe them 
not-onely to all falſe Religions, 'burt even to be 
of no Religion art all, for fear of uſing ſuch 
Arguments to ſecure them, as mightif- uſed to 
wnorant Papifts,contmue them in their Errors 
and obſtrutt their converſion to our Church 5; 
of 'which we camot have half ſo greata pro- 
babiliry, as there ts of 'loofing, or at leaſt ha» 
ny their Souls who now arenot;nor never” 
can bein any danger £o long as'they'continne in. 
obedience to their own Charch > or -whether 
it i5{afer for them-to be kept by Laws (inthe 
Comnmnion-of the Church of Enclend, and: 
mobediegce to her injunctions m all honeſt 
and fawfii} things which is all that our Charch 
qurres even of the Clergy themſelves. 
thirdly, Another Objeftion may be this; 

That poſible 1t 15 our Church-may: in time; 
as well as the Church of Rome (which former- 
ly was 2:Church as free from all Corruption as 
ours is now) degenerate into the very ſame 
Crimes which we now blame Rome for. 

I Anfwer, That then our Church muſt be 
quite alter'd fromwhat it is at preſent, and I 
onely _ my Method of Safery to all 1111- 
terate Perfons mn Her prefent Communion 3 


| and therefore am not at all concern'd for fu- 


ture contingencies. But if ever ſhe ſhould be 
chang'd from her Primitive Purity bay 
od. 


+ TSLP? 
God forbid) then, and not till then, will this 
ObjeRion deſerve an Anſwer. For if poſſi- 
bulities of Errour may render ſeparation al- 
lowable, we mulſt neyer be fixc in any Church, 
till we can come to that which is triumphane 
' in Heaven : nay, neither can any man be free 
from 2 poſſibility of Errour as long as he is 
here on Earth, let him propoſe to himſelf what 
Guide he can : And Idare appeal to any man 
that 1s rational, whether he muit- not think 
that his own Reaſon-may in all probability 
lead him into Errours, much ſooner then the 
Guides of the Church, eſpecially in ſuch things 
as he is not a capable Judge of. For ſurely every 


mans own Reaſon is much more ſubject to 2 


poſlibility of errors then an whole Churchſis to 
2 poſſibility of a toral change and alterati- 
on, So that it muſt til] remain much ſafer to 
relie upon the Church (according to the Rule 
I have laid down) then it is to rele wholly 
upon our own Reaſon. 
4. The laſt ObjeRion I ſhall anſwer is this, 
That 1f we that are illiterate muſt relie upon 
our Church 1n all things aboye our capacity, 
that then we ought to have practiſed the ſame 
Rule when we were Members of the Church of 
Rome, and conſequently ought never to have 
ſeparated from it : and therefore that our Re- 
formers were Schiſmaticks, 
To this I anſwer, That the Romiſh DoEtrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation, and their Idolatry. in 
Wor- 
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worſhipping the Hoſt, 8c. beſides che Popes U- 


hi | 
"i ation upon our Regal Authority,wasſo di- 


al- ſirettly contradittory to the Word of God that 
ch, [he muſt needs ſee it, thar doth not wilfully 
anc ſhut his CYES, wh 
Gee | Secondly, OurReformation was carried on not 
e is IÞby private perſons but by the publick power 
.har of the Nation, and by all the wiſeſt and moſt 
man flearned Men in 1t,And EY it could be: 
1ink {no Schiſm, 1t being grounded upon ſo warran- 
table a Cauſe and done in ſo orderly a manner. 
To conclude all this Diſcourſe, Let all Cir- 
cumſtances be impartially conſidered as they 
arenow in the Church of England, and Tdare 
Irefer the Queſtion to the Writer of Humane 
Reaſon himſelf, whether it is not a much ſafer 
way (for the common people eſpecially) to re- 
lie upon her judgment, then upon' their own 2 
And whether it 1s ſafer for the Publick to 
maintain -the eſtabliſhed Religion by the exe-- 
cution of our Laws, or to let Hell break looſe- 
amongſt us by a general Toleration of all Reli- 
o10ns, and by conſequence of all debauchery & 
Atheiſm, I refer to our Governmentto conſider. 
Now for, our Authors next Argument by 
which he would prove his Opinion to be moſt 
have Enatural ; if he had ſaid purely natural , we 
- Re- ſſmight well have granted 1t him; For it is as 
fooliſh an one as one would wyh. 
Irine | The Argument is grounded upon a pretty 
y. in Flwilitude (which our Author loves as dearly 
as 
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25 he doth his Miſtreſs) they that have a mind. 
may read'it * ng þ 72, tothe 798. for T 
elſe to do 


have ſomethi then.to beſtow time 
totranſcribe jÞ 
The ſum of it is this, wh, 
«« That as in all vifible ObjeAs. we appeal 
* to the eye. and ſenſe of ſeeing ; and make 


« no appeals-from it, either to other ſenſes, or 
*« to-revelations ; ſo inall rational. Objetts, 
*«wemuſthave recourſe onely to our Reaſons, 


« and mult in no caſe appeal from thence ; 
*« and eſpecially in matters of Religion, For 
« Religion was the main deſign of mans Crea- 
«tion, 


Bur now if. in viſible Obje&s. there is an | 


cal to our higher faculties, then (by vertue 

of this Gentlemans own Metaphor) there. may 
and. ought to be an __ 
yen in rational Obje 
Judge where it may be had. 

. That there is ſuch an appeal. in viſible Qb- 
Jets fromour ſenſe of ſeeing to our. underſtan- 
ding, is evident: in all thoſe Caſes. in which 


Either the Eye or the medium is: defeFtive or 


diſturbed, as he himſelf doth acknowledge , 
#.74.to which I need add but this one Inſtance, 
The Stars appear to our eyes. to be no bigger 
then the Nails in the Spoak of a Cart-wheel, 
though they are- (as Aſtronomers do_ demon- 


ſtrate) valtly, greater then_ the whole Earth, 
Now then it 1s as. clear as. the Sun that there 


muſt 


from our Reaſon e- 
to ſome . more certain. 


intelligible thu 
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wult bean appeal from our ſenſes, otherwiſe 


we muſt believe that the Stars are incon-. 
fiderable things, and; that the Sun icfelf isne 


bigger thena Buſhel; becauſe we ſee tliem ap- 
pear of no. greater Dimenſions. 

From whence there can be nothing more e- 
vident | then this. That as in viſible Ob- 
jeRs. the Soul can. make no certain judg- 
ment. when. the Senſe is diſcas'd. or defeRtive, 
Food en 
the a e of viſible Obje&t to. our Senſes 
doth contradiCt our rational Faculties, we be- 
lieye our Reaſon rather then our Eyes : ſo our 
Souls can paſs no certain ſentence concerning 
s. when her underſtanding 1s 
any ways diſturb'd, and when the Objetis tao 
high for our Reaſon:;, and that we ought there- 
fore to appeal from our Reaſon when it con- 


. tradifts any higher and better Demonſtration, 


vine revelation, becauſe we muſt be affired 
that the Reaſon of God is much more certain 
and. infallible then the Reaſon of man, unleſs 
Humane. Reaſpn teacheth- us to think our ſelves 
wiſer then Gad, 

So that from this Metaphor (if finiilitudes 
may paſs for Arguments, as they do with our 
Author , who ſcarce uſeth any other ) it fol- 
lows that as it viſible Objetts we mult nor al- 
ways believe our eyes, ſo neither 10 intelligible 
Objects muſt we always believe our RE 
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inganer By en. it ſeems to contradit Di- 
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" Wherefore all that this Gentleman: hath got 
1 by chis Argument,is, That he hach made a Rod 
1 for his own Britch,For he hath hereby fally de= 
monſtrated the folly of his whole Book ; for 

the Reaſon of moſt men being depraved and 

blinded with prejudice; and paſſion, 1gnorance, 
and ijnrereſt, is no more to be believed then 
the eye that is diſtempered with the Jaundiſe- 
or any. other Diſeaſe; and therefore that 1s a 

madneſs for moſt men to give themſelves up 

wholly to the guidance of their own Reaſons. 

Nay it further follows from hence, that as he 
would be thought a mad man, or ar leaſt a ve- 
ry pragmatical fellow, who will believe tus: 
own eyes againſt the teſtimony of thouſands of 
others, who have greater adyantages of ſeeing 
the obje&t then himſelf; ſo he mult be thought 
very pragmatical, if not mad, who w1ll believe 
only his own reaſon againſt the judgement of 
thouſands of others , who are all wiſer then 
tumſelf:he then muſt be.a pragmarical fool thar 
will believe his own reaſon when it contraditts 
the Univerſal teſtimony of the whole Church. 
So that our Author's ſingularity 1n renouncing 
all authority (his own argument proves) is a 
piece of the greateſt pride and folly. 

Now, Sir, you ſee how eafie it is to retore 
your little ſimiles upon yourſelf; and whar a 
great advantage you gain to your cauſe, by 
making true c-mpariſons of things, T do be- 
belicye your Wit 15 good, but your luck is ſtark 
naughe 
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rov'd fo-alacky 16 you,” let meadviſe youas 
a friend, gu Fo em 

ſrarions;"and-then I am wery confident thar 
che world will noc be rroabled-with aig more 


any more for demon- | 


"now'lerus ſuppoſe our Anthor's: conſe 
uence to: be good, and his metaphorsto be 
Monſirative; -and lerus bur obſerye” the na< 

raral; cendency'of it3' and if thar will: nor be 
ſutfictent *to demonſtrate the: danger and: folly 
of his opinion,” T know 'not'whae can. : | - 
. Fot'1f 'becauſe God hath given us" our rea- 
ſonro be ourguide, inall incelligible:matters; - 


 and'cerfequently inmarters of Religion :(25 he | : 


and that therefore there mult lie-nd 

appeal from-our'reafon in any! marters of faick 
or religion; why then doth it not hold-inall: - 
matters of LawandJuttice? | - : 3: = 1/7 
I'challenge himto ſhow me any reaſorif he 
can,for is-it nor the officeof ourreaſon twpguidey 
us as well inall other matters;as:n the concerns 
of religion'/> and yerſurely thete 1snoman(un-: 
leſs: it be'this Author) can 'be ſa-ſenfleſs to 
think otherwiſe, :thenthat he which lives in 2: 
ſociety muſt ſubmit the external: exerciſe of his 
own private reaſon to the publick laws, or.elſe 
that heought-to:bexaſt:outr of the proteRtory 
of that 'ſoctery; ang to have no benetir of thc (e 
laws, which he willnot ſubmit to ; and yer is 1t- 
_—— not 


hath'given us our eyes to guide us in Ul viſible 
Sb 


Re nn: 


need? and why ronld henor kall any-mag 
who oppoſcth him in making we o& rap r5: 


mncaral 4 


in ite dreetcnfoqunce te diflolve ty 
and to deftroy all law and right 2 or elſerode+ 
monftrace himſelf tobe a: meer natura}, in net. 
ſeeing the fo obvious and-pernicious conſe- 


' quence of it ; or ſomething: worſe if he did ſee 


ir, and yer dart ro infirure ie lite miles 
imothefiekle heads of che ſelb-conctired. mal 
tirade.” But perhaps pe wie rea pete 
aamrein him. For 15 it nota great _ 
I char men ſhould be refrained from the ee 


ur otoeadece wry gwareR AIR ONE, 25 


& his ownreaſon ? 
Bac- X 'cannot- for my: 


ſhould pur orir Author into in Kees: of 


g60d nature; for (if 1 am:not decetved 1n the 
pecan) the Gencleman is noe always guiley of 
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this anfiver of his wi a nl ns horns in his 


pocket, and ſacak away for fear 0 AC= 


counted an irrational:coxcomb, be not ; under- 
ſanding Humane Reaſon, - 
' I wonder: now, that-all the Whores and 


es, as well asthe 
rerun this. Author 


Ro uakers,. did not come 


3 $ for his wo. 
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eatdeal of picy they did not, What 
2 goodly coinpaty of friendswould there have 
| r! and how lovingly Ts 
mw = and *embraced one another W 
the cloſe-hug ! | 
Noy I have done with this Gentleinans Na- 
turalls, and muſt proceed to take a'view of his 


Poliricks, and it would be very ſtrange if theſe 
ſhou!d norbe as like the former, as ever an 
child was tothe parents, - 


IJ His third Argument, p. 78, is this. 0480 


* That itis likewiſe molt agreeable- to the 
god and tereſt of humane ſociety, for 

WT Wars of late years have been either real- 

« ]y for Religion, 'or at leaſt that hath been 
« one of the chief preenſes; whichif it were 
uite taken 'away,: the people could not 
OT be drawn into 2 civil, or _— 


| _—_ you wellfor a Politician. 

_ What! muſt all Religion be removed out of 
the world ? {urelyneyer any.man in the heathen 
Politicks ever found ſach an aſſertion as this, 


much leſs amongſt any that did but ſo much as 


pretend to the name of 2-Chriſtian, 
Neither is this afſetion 'more contrary to 
Chriſtianity, then it ts to true Politicks. 
For I dare undertake to demonſtrate, that no 
other principle whatſoever, only Religion, can 
be the main fupport ahd foundation ſociety : 
So that if Religion be remoy'd , the "I 
mix 
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muſt neceffarily fall ;» and\conſs rirus. (ieoy at | 
i raps undermime _ x ga 4 

10N, '1S A ICK Enemy” tO A mankind. -, 
** For Cake Religion). there is no 0= 


ther principle chat can-keep mengood ſubjects, 
prod chil ren, 'or good ſervants: nay'to.go 
mgher. ſtill, nothing bur CONE | 

m the'minds of men,” can preſerve Princes in 


their: Thrones, or Parents or Maſters-in thei. | 


Families, * Thete can be 'þur: two principles 
that can pretend to doit: (that E know of ) be- 
fides Rehigion,: and th-teare, + 
Firſt, e of honour and;reptieation...,, 
Secondly, Fear-of laws and temporal puniſh- 
| » RihS Pats I oy Wy 4 i 
- Butthar neither of theſe: can do it withous 
thehelp-of Religion;will be evident to any man 
that will but allow :him(elf a.due conſideration 
of it.” Tre as men were rid of Relt- 
gion, then the grand maxime; by which they 
mutt rationally goyern their a&tions, mult be 
only their own preſent preſeryation and welfare; 
So that whatſoever makes for their preſent ad- 
vantage, can be no ways diſhonourable for 
them in their. own thoughts ; and as fora diſ- 
eſteem or diſhonour from others, it would on- 
ly oblige them to.a@ their crimes in ſecrer, not 
at all to ayoid them. For if they d'd burtaGt 
their villanies ( though -never ſo horrid) fo 


_ privately, that other men couid not know'them 


to be the aCtors nor the authors of them, they 
| | F 3 woul1 
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nem med 
may 
that the world ſhall not know the anthors nor 
the actors of then veoet rare is eaſily demonſtra- 
i EE 
are ſuch np dra fire, poiſons, and poniards in 
the world : Y*and thac in moſt kingdoms and 
families mens intereſt would ncitethem 
(had they no 
co the worſt of oillties 
rume all : 
hes, twill follow, vows DN 
norfear of laws could keep men from them, 
Now that mens: would prompt 
them to the murder of their Prince is moſt ey1- 
dent inthe nexr heir tothe Crown';z for would 
K not him to remove. his father, thac 
t aſcend the throne, and ſway the ſcep- 
rer, Which he could not hope to do as long as 
hisfacher lived > Neither conld diſgrace keep 
him from this murder, if tt was but done pri- 
vately ; and much leſs coud fear of t 
pur ts in the leaſt deter him from this 
orrid mnrder of his Prince and Father, yn- 
leſs it were fear of thoſe that might —_— 
| om 


| « my "1 
from religions Principles. For tis! Facher i - | 
no foonerdead; bur in all! heredicary Monars | 
ehies chener: Help is 5Qnally Supreatt3 and 
therefore above all Humane Jadicawre. of the : | 
Laws, ani font Cr epcil pannre « 
from his SubjeCts. | 

- Neither iwontd:the Governours of Families 
be much more ſecure 'from their nexe Heirs; 
eo intereft. would lead them to: murder 


Ele thevtonkd deſcend wo then by wh 


ritanve::Now Fur randy «ry r -.o 
ſecretdread of: tharawedtheminds'of - 
Children from the thoughts 
it wonld betovcafiefor choſe rhar ye 
gnder the fame roof, and have all 
ries; of ſecreſie in theircrimes, ©» 
hep "har they on =_ 
| to,/as never 2 
Bu oh  hould be diſcovered, 
c j it 
Moth vor Fo 'is theurnoſt p 
they can ſtar, which (accordin rothe Arheifts 
Principles) would beno ſuch marrer'; 
For ir-would onely-put an end to-allthoſexrow- - 
bles and diſquiets they here labourunder. 

' Now rhat- this Would be the | 
that womld' enſte, if mens minds were free 
. from religiousdreads, iseviden from the pra- 
£ Riſe of debauched perſons,” who have rm 
| themſelves imo Arheiſin, For we. foe they | 
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_ risfaRtion of i their luſts by the perpetration of 
+ any villanies (even theft and murder tot ex- 
cepted)-for hopes of a very ſmall and inconſi- 
derable gain [in compariſon-of;that which-the 
death of a Father would affordthe'nexe Heir 
_ nay,” we fee that amongſt-wiſe andfober men, 

' the Merchant doth expoſe his bfe and eftate to 
the moſt uncertain of all things,eyen the winds 
and the waves, for the hopes of a far more un» 

certain gain then this would þe to the-Heir t 
arid the. Souldier doth daily bid defiance: to 
death in-the open Field, onely for the ſake-of 
a poor livelihood. -- 3 oo blifta 

- What then conld- preſerye our ;Houlcs ; 
 Fowns and Cities from Fire, our Lives or our 
Eſtates from perjary, or.our Perſons from pai- 
fon' and ponyard,” or or Wives from-abuſing 
our Beds, or.our Nejghbonrs from cheating us, 
was all Religion rooted-aut. of: the world 2 
Would not: a; Commonwealth of Men-be ſoon 
worſe then;4:Deſert-of Bealts, Reaſon enabling | 
men to do more muſchtef one to-another, and ro 

a& it more privately and effectually- then. the 
Brutes >| We cannot then but ſee by this: time 
how. abſolutely necefſary- Religion -1s to-the 
good: and welfare of all Mankind and all;So- 
Cicties. - Wherefore - thoſe-.Gentlemen- that 

| eclight copromote Atheiſtical Diſcourſes (ſor- 
| Ty I am to think this Age ſhould afford any 
| A1uch of chat quality) do expoſe themſelves » 
| | | e 
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be thought Enemies to all Mankmd Pal wiſs 


fiderace Fools. Had they therefore att ueſencs 


of their own reputation, they*would-never'b, 
guilty of that' groſs'folly, "ro ſay, there 3 


| God,or openly*to countenanee'Atheiſim;** i! 


* Thope this Gentleman our Author hath"1n0- 
fuch Deſign, 1 by his excuſing Arheiſm = 
before, as well as by'his words this place he 
hath given me toomuch Reaſon'to ſuſpe& ir! - 
I pray God our Magiſtrates* may take” care- 
to revive thoſe Laws that may put a-ſtop-t6- 
thegrowth of Atheiſm amongſt us,. which they 
are obliged to db; even for their own -preſent- 
preſervation, unleſs they canthink ir Qate char 
our Nation ſhould be quite overrun with ſuck. 
a ſore of Villains, that will ſtick art nothing 
(though never ſo helliſh a crime) when' their 
preſent intereſt, or the: ſatisfaction 'of ſome 


- bruiciſh luſt ſhall prompt them'to it. | For if 


tneſe grow numerous, they themſelves will not 
be in 2 much ſafer condition then the-meaneft 
Jubje&; For they that- once come to thar- 
heighth off madneſs to contemn their own-lives 
ny eſtates (out of Atheiſtical Principles) are 
Maſters of the. lives and. eſtates of all other- 
men, | h 
Secondly, Toeome to ſomething more di- 
realy in anſwer to our grand- Politician. - F 
mult be forced to tell him (as he did his extra-- 
exdinary friend TH, )in plain Englith that itis- . 
Es falſe ;. 


wards drawn i 

by ſome of thoſe very 
Praters in unlawful in and do. = 
faras they can ) ſtill continue Leaders of Fa« 
Qion and Sedition ? 


- Was it, Religion or the yindication of our 
ron, was the cauſe, or fo much as 
the preence of our late Wars againſt the 


Þ ic Religion or Intereſt ami delire of Do+ 
minion that at this preſent ſets the greateſt part. 
of Chriſtendom in a Flame ,, and cauſeth fo 
mucheffuſion of Qbrihian Blood by the-F rench- 

Armnves> 
* _ From whence nothing can be clearer then 
this,, That-t is Intereſt' and Propricty, Right. 
. and: Liberty, Power and Dominion that are the 
Caufts and Precenſes of Wars, not Reli 
Shall we therefore (according to the Reaſon of 
our Author's grand Politicks) remove all 
Power and Dominion, and all Right, Liberty 
and-Propricty out ot the world, becauſe if 

they were removed , the people could _—_ 
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ther men who-hath-wellucferved i (F Sreenclicl 


i-1$/2 ,great.dedl of piry alias; whe 
ſhould: aor:: he 7 
rits, Plato in his Phedo tells Hen 
drives us to fighitings; wars and! preg 
Pronto us: hilis 5; And-doesnot St.Femre 
he:may: be -of any credroranthe» 


dons Eh la ) clus the yery fame - 
thing > Fitme724; 13. From whence i { ys he } 


come wars wid fightings anong hu *- come they 


w9dnot-þ properly and:wuly. for 
(wihichgoes.nat, 'cauner;, anthorize ar cqun-- 


' tenance afthing of that-nature) bug for the 


lake of :mohey,; qt -or;profit, or ſome 


ſhock like comporary;. worldly and carnal conli- 


deration 3:and.ya1 our. SF- Fol, loves 

hisbedy;; bis bats, his:money -2lirtle too 

well to have them removed our of the world, 
Fd - | 
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* Kt chey ſoul berhe cauſe of wats and (84s 


"Bic | poling-wher te fichowaserus, as - 
That Re 10n was really, or at leaſt in pre- 


' 'tence the'cauſe- of all Wars, ſince: L have de= 
onſtrated" ie-Co abſolutely 


"to che 
peace "of: all Societies, what ought! ts-'be done 
#t:it't0 "be retnoved our ofthe 
worldz orirather he-not-fuch care'to be 
raken by eſtab nv Church of England 
eco make Relipion 7 
Pretence of Rebellion > and this direQly leads. 
me--to-ithe next Reaſon againt-our prized 
Politicks, ui | 
Thirdly, Tae hots 5 15 00! Relig _ under 
Heaven Tocherter (I mightfay (well) ſe- 
curethe-publick Peace av'ours 'of the Church 
of England. © For can any Religion-be more 
peaceable then that which-makes reſiſtance to- 
_—_— an any caſe whatſoever) to be 2 
damnable crime: ? | chen- that” Doctrine; 
chat tends to the higheſt perfeRtionr of our Hu- 
mane Natures, 'that brings our: bodies under: 
che ſubjefion of our ſouls, and both under 
—_— to God, thatexalts our nature from 
like the Beaſts that periſh, and makes us 
eres. To of the-Divine Nature, 'by -rootin 
ik thoſe luſts and yices that- cauſe' war nod; 
ſtrife amongftus,and by planting inus altthoſe 
heavenly Graces, that would ſecure the F__ 
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< wy 
of theworld; andmake us likeunto'God, and 
fitro enjoy. him toall Eternity ; "that moſt con- 


| mIocey ood of all Mankind ; that fs 


—_ we and-univerſal charit 


FREY that preſerves theq Fa 
pert ilicy: of:our Souls,. and'the 
healch of 8 ies! In ſum;carany Religion 


pg_ns bs of - our Nation ther 
yore roman es | 


good he canto every man, and pr 
that obey it 3 


nite and eternal Rewards to 
that forbids all -manner of evil towards any - 
man under pain of the greateſt, moſt melts 
ble -and mehrtn—: and:makes' nor the* 
leaſt allowance fortheleaſt'of evils either ity 


| thought; word, ordeedi?' 


- Have we-not ſeen the peaceable effects of 
our Church, and hey Doctrine in'thetime of 
the late miſerable Wars us # For not: 
one true Son of the Church of England could 
dver be forced by the fear of penalties, or eyer 
be allured by the hopes of Reward, to take up. 
Arms againſt his Sovereign: Whereas there1s 
no other ſort of menin England, but'too many 
of them were guilty even of anal Rebellion, * 
being led into.it even. by the very Principles of 
their Religion... 

Why/then ſhould this Religion be retnoved: 
from the minds-.of -'men:z would it promote- 
peace to take away that which» is the grand 
Eoundation of it. and to implant inthe — 
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err the: Charth  eapland 20-Tadin= 


win pezco-and quieenels in.6ge Nation, Whichy, 


we; have, 
7 <:That Ee acid beatade: Fes md 
nethavevery: 


Gromd 66 allReligm 
.6c oh ſhoultquierlyiemoydis:own. - 
Iremember 2 Fable 1h .,#fop te chisparpoſe, 
Fhe Mice were. in a grand cotifaltation:how co- 
preſerve thettfelvevftomither moccal Foes the 


"Cars; at length afrer a long: and-ſevions De- 


bate,--one-of them;; Who - (lake-'bnr Author ) 
thought himſelf @ better Politician thenall-the- 
ret, very:grav wings themthiswaſe advice,. 
That every > Cat ld. wear a Bell about his. 
Neck, 
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was approv'd as 
(as this Genelemans 


al breakup their Coundlboard With 6 Joud 
langizer x the ll of cir Counlllou, 
W iS QEEAt MW | 1d ; befor 

muckadaire | juſt. before 


impoſſibility of the Propoſal) Emap urpe the 


m the wholeworld. For lethim onany man 
produce i he can, any one Monarchy under, 
Heaven4n whichthe publick exerciſe of every, 
mans particular Religion isallowed himyhere: 
there is no ſtanding Army to keap che poople: 
- mobedience;; id thatir is moſt evident; that in 
every Nation either a ſtanding. Army, or the. 
eftabliſhmenc of an Unity. in Religion-is abſo- 
lutely neceſfary for publick Peace and Safety. 
Now whether it wHl be thought more conve- 
nient for the Peace of England touphold the: 
Church, or toſubtmitto the Long Sword, Ire= 
fer it-toall Engliſh Gentlemen to judge. 

If our Author ſhall ſay he means onely the- 
private exerale of eyery man's Religion, 


L1 


General conſene of all-or moſt of the. Nations. - 1 
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- " Tanſwer, that no Nation nor Church inthe 
whole world allows 2 preater liberty-in'the 

rivate exerciſe of Religion then we have! 'For 
15 it not eſtabliſhed by-AR of Parlament, that 
every man ſhall haye liberty to exerciſe his own 


Religion, not only with thoſe of his own fami- 


I Farid ron eng > ochre 


Laws, and for endangering by unlawfull.an& 


nuymerous aſſemblies the peace-and welfare of 
our nation, that any one 1is'or can be puniſh- 
ed by our Laws. This our Politician cannot 
be ignorant of, and therefore he muſt mean not 
cheprivate, but the publickexerciſe- of every 
mans Religion ooo IL 

" Tt may be this Gentleman is am experimental 
Philoſopher, and- is therefore induced to ery: 
experiments 11 Religion and-Politicks, as well 
as in Naturals ; though he thereby hazards the- 


fafety of a-whole Nation, _I will now (as far 


as can be) try it with him by granting him- 
what he would -haye, as to thie- laſt part' of it" 
(for the firſt is altogether impoſſible)- and - by- 
letting himſee the conſequence of it, in thoſe 
Sects amongſt us, 
Suppoſe-then, that fome-men onely pretend- 
Religion, . togatherparties together to ſet up a 
Commonwealth inſtead of the belt Form of 
Government in the ' whole world, which we: 
now have eſtabliſhed among(t us; (as it'is to 


be feared moſt of our Phanaticks do, _ 
| 6: 
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4 (247) + 
the+main-leaders and abettors of themz):for 
chough Twill not ſay--all difſenters from :the 
Church; arefor a Commonwealth inthe State; 


yet this (I believe)-our- experience and obſer= - 


vation may. proye/tue;;, :thay all Common- 
men are Schiſmaricks, 'of atleaſt fa+ 
yourers of ſchiſm and faction, and great ſtick- 


lersfora tolrration 3 and are not. thele preci+ 


ous'youths (think you) to be tolerated+in-a 


' Monarchy ? and would not it much conduce'to 


the ſafery of the Monarchy to ler them meer by 
thouſands in a company, till they have'drawn 
18a} the common people to. their parry ?-who 
are too eafily- ſeduced with noiſe and attion, 
and ar! appearance of zeal, -joyn'd with ſome 
tew wheedling doQrines that are preach'd ta 
them 3: which tend more to make them haye an 
opinion of their own - holineſs, then to make 
thetn-really holy, to perſwade them that they 
are'faints,: rather then ro ſhow them how they 
muſt be ſo." - - / - | 
. Secondly, Suppoſe others pretend Religion 
onely to countenance their former Rebellion ; 
is it not very fit thattheſe ſhould be fuftered ro 
meet, as often and as many as they place ? and 
yet that thereare too many of this ſort amongſt 
our Conyenticlers, is tooprobable, in that we 
ſee yery few others (unleſs. the poor ignorant 
women) - who-are-conſtant meeters, . but ſuch.as 
ther were themſelves atually engaged in the 
late Rebellion, or elſe are yery nearly related 
| iQ 


| as; at them, for whar they did awthar 
al zoth of Famry, never'ts bethoughe on 


which they had Tequeſtred, enely out of pa 
ve 
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dove him 72 Gat 30 
hirdly, Sappoſe others are downright A 
theifts, and will worſhipGodnoways arallz 
bur make it theirb to root oat. all Reli- 
$fon rgnyen minds, and fo to diflolve the 
man Humane Society, {/as too- many 
foch we have am us, Ns Ae Gon kar, 
EIS 
| $ to be let alone in the ajoyment ofthe 
Atheiſm ?, Haye Inot already prov'd that they 
arethe moſt daygeronsmemes ro all Govgrn- 
ment ? PEPE S910 OM nk 
Fourthly, Suppoſe others have a dehfign 0 
ſerting np ſoreforraign power, in all Spirteual 
Cauſes, and in all'Cauſes that tend m order tof}2nq 
Spirituals (4. e. in plain Engliſh in-atl-Cauſs] $ 
char they dr" to'which "muſt" fib-{fron 
from the Pope ;- and therefore mult be his He 
lineſfs's ſlave and patk-horſe. Is trnot very - Rig! 
D? | . 


(139) * 

ef hwgartemd and am Peace of 
the:Nation, 'to And yet theſe 
Rho Era Sole of curd wo the Pope; 
and the Presbyrerians, who/make him - 22 
to the Kirk, © Nay all our SeQtaries have-alrea- 
r + poor dhregcrwagh wy their mouths, That 

0 to © e Ki Amhorig, 21 
Ciyt] mateers, bne not in Eecleſaſticnl - Sor. 
that They only 'want a little improvement.of * 


thatdiſtinion, tomake Them large Eccle= 
aſbealmaner ſo fr 29 the Pupils hcl oy 
and then They ſhall 'nor: need-to think 


eter cps 
n © 25 to a. 
Can Manes, which Iam fare wilt notbe us 


Erftthly, Su Ns ſe others (as the Scorch Preſ- 
rians) hold, That every man ought to 

fight for fus Religion, whoever doth- 
oppoſe him. Are not thoſe peaceable harmleſs 
wal ſouls to be tolerated, to propagare this ſomeck 
rt9 2nd quiera Dofrine ? 
uſa] Sixthly, Sappoſe others are Millenarics, and 
ub-Ffrom thence proceed two! be Yemeriſte , and 
ON think char Chriſt ſhall raign' a thouſand years' 
"pl ically apon che carth, and that they thall 
- | 02 with jum, and be tus Viceperents, _ 
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in ordef'thereto,. think- it'is their"duty to uſe 
fire and {word {thoſeexcellent” Spiritual wea-' 

of their Chriſtian warfare)" tokill all men 
'King-Jeſus his ſake. Theſe ſurely are very 
fit to be: tolerared in the bloody-exerciſe of 
- . Seventy p;"Sappot e (td mention no'more 
that ſore ie A wa. and 'Levellers', = 
think there ought to be no diſtinCtion of per- 
fons, becauſe none ſhould be higher then them- 
ſelves ; and confequently, no order ſhould be 
obſerved, nor refpe& paid to Governors, No- 
bles and Gentlemen 3, and that they pretend to 
be Govern'd by -the Light within them (3, e.F 
whatſoever they pleaſe to call fo, whether © 
their phantaſies or their paſſions.) Would notF 
the publick allowance of all theſe Se&s,: and 
their ſeyeral praQtiſes according to their differ- 
ent Opinions, make a moſt profound and eyer- 
laſting Peace 1n a Nation ? | 
- I mighcinſtance in many: more, but here are 
enough already,” to ler 'our Author ſee by ex- 
ny the grand folly and madneſs of hisÞ. ? 
ropoſal, "fl 
, 1 know he will ſay, that he ſuppoſeth not 
onely that every \'man ſhould enjoy the quiet-F*8< 
exerciſe of his own Religion ; bur that his Re- '* 
ligion ſhould be this, thar every man elſe as Þ* 
well as humſelf ſhould have the {ame liberty. | 
In anſwer to this, 1 would fain. know how 
he can implant thus principle into. mens nunds ? 
| | mo ar 
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or whether it is not much eaſfer to make all 
Sedtscomply with the eſtabliſhed Relipioty of 
the Church of Engiand, then toconſent in his: 
principle? for thus principle is as direQly:con- 
traty to the molt. (1 not to'all)' the Sedts a- 
ngſtus,} asis the Religion of our Church: 
For there is no Seft bur does endeavourtopro: 
mote itsParty and Opinions aboye all i 
and to 1mplatit 1ts own Do&rine- in the/mitids 


muſt needs be.'in all perſon: thardofincerely 
think their way tobe the beſt to Eternal happi= 
1els; ' (which allmea muſt do that are. reaſon- 
ble, and not apparent P—_ So thar' 
er {x Religion of all'men (that have truly: any 
10t - 
*whuch they think nec , or at leaſt: 
no onyenient for men to know-for —_ Glvations 
or. þ2d to promote that which they think the pure 
orſhip of God, in oppoſition to all falſe and 
are ſuperſtitious ways of his worſhip (z. e.) in op= 
ex- Fofition to all other ways-bur their own. | 
his} Wherefore this Gentlemans Politick propo- 
d is juſt ſuch another, as that of the Politick 
ouſe in the Fable before mentioned, viz. al-" 
1ier Jogetherimpracticable ; if noran abſolute con-" 
Re- (adiCtion to it ſelf,” and an impoſſibility : nay 
» 25 rein it is-much worſe then it, for it 15 moſt 
y. [{{trutivero thoſeto whomiris given, 
ow | For were all men allowed topreach what. 
ds > PoQtrines they pleas'd,- the Laws and Goyern- 
ar | | ment 
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of all men with whom they converſe. For Nis * 


Religion). muſt oblige them to propagate thoſe 


- 


© ForiviznorcaGe to wire-dray i in by fc 
equence as their own-peop 
gerſtand whac they mean th no law - 
(I ering enes ; 
For inſtance, Suppoſe in times when Rebel- 
lon is proſperous, or at leaſt (when it 1s hc KU 
ped there may be ſuch a time) to. prepare the 
people before hand to be rebels, gps rmages a 
rhem in their rebellion. Ir 1s bue _ 
pion, which Ic 
= not, nor he fannot forſake, but is bound 
Ghar chi gail al their enemies, and 
chen if they have bur ict ſucceſs, it 1s but Po 


preſſing 


__ 5 STATES 


Iron, #0 EXZute rt es 
Thzs bong — 


hive, done formerly) tthepowe inding, 
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1s-but cal wid or roger pany: 


| LES holds by. force. thar er and. 
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wy 
chad 4s they can WH) (yea TED; 
at andall his Loyal Nob 
in Fetters of Iron; and to execute vengeance 
upon ther: Or if they be 2 little dull of un-" 
deiſtanding,- it is but helping them'out; bytel»- 
ling lien" thar God:created- the "Heaveiis abi | 
the Each, and allchings oricly for the ſake. of | 
| the Saints and the'pod! arty 1 and” they will 
as readily bento re Monet as an Aſs to his 
Provend:p; toe ; kite it fars themas-much. And 
yer it is umpofl lefor any Law topuniſh a man: 
for any-* that T have: ſuppos'd: him to- 
, becaule there is nothing Which he need 
iy to the people to perſwade themeo Treaſon,” 
that the Law can interpret to be treaſoriable, * 
"There arc ſeveral Texts 'of Scripture. har 
will do- the fame feat by the help of their 
glofſes. Aswe know Onfe ye Merox hath moſt” 
effecually done it already : and all thoſe Texes 
where God 15 faidto blame or punith his peo-' 
ple-for rhe breach of any Covenant whatſoe- 
ver, if applied to thoſe perſons thar ignorantly- Þ| th 
and ſuperftitiouſly were: drawn in, to take || 'v;: 
that damnable and accurſed Covenant -in the || qti 
late Times, Be ſhall preſently think that the no 
moſt heavy rt il ſuddenly fall 'upon' Þ ig 
their ra fp ſhould break W leaſt " Is, 
ble of that othablle Oath ; nay-'the molt' JN zh/ 
ſcrupulous of. them {hall- think themſelves || (co 
bound (for fear' of the moſt ſigrial-calamities' || 18; 
to be inflicted -on them .by God, - if they” = ts; 
c of 
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d: | J&&their copenant [With him)' to be:vigorous 

/ || in Ring at Pt mbar Ms roo, Oath 

& | kadsthetro.” And yet how eaſily chis may 
- i be whedted inco ſuch people Without ever 
> I] coming " under the laſh of the Law; is moſt 
P ral GY man thar hath but common ſenſe.,/ 
Þ Texr'of Scripture, which can'd$ 
1 ehemighslervce, if ſeaſonably '> | 
_ : &the whole ſecond Pſalm+- on which} 

1 ah long ſince (sTamh inform'd) there wes 2 

nt | fixhours Exerciſe; at a nimerous _ 

0 Þ| all ſorts of Phanaricks together, -not far 

4 | London : The occaſion of their r WS 2 

» | SolemnFaſt; appointed by-rheir Leaders, to 

© | pray God'to avert Perſccurion from —_ only 

e (e che King had ſer oat His laſt Proclama= 

r || tions to purhis Laws' in*Execution. '- Now if 

t' | this was not a ſeafonable Texc for their purpoſe 
S || Tammiſtaken : for if wetake this for | 
- Þ (asthey themſelves alwaysdo) That are 

i i. Gods: —_— - Aneayyd drag fol 

y Þ| they interpret. ext bur to'this pu 

© J viz. That now-2he Kings of the Earth, that'ls, 


e | ourKing, and the Rulers: (that'is,' the Gover= 
e nojirs our \Nation) 't«ke counſel rogether, a= - 
n' gift the Lord, and bank bis Anointed, that 
- ainſt them and Conventicles, ''' He -- 
t' 1 ag #n the Heavens:ſhall laugh them 1d © 
S if {corny the:Lord ſhall have them inderifion : that 
'S' | 45, according'to. theivgloſs-on that occaſſion; | 
" - EC a2 do TD 
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cepted b him; orin plain 

nw wal Gl will oe 4 | | 
meaning EVEnN-C ; 

0 before. God. Now this appears at'firft 

tight a vory innocene rige::. and what Hu» 

Law: can take notice of -any.one word, an 


«h all the villanics 2nd wilchiefs 
For may -not 2man mean we! (4. e.. inch 
kin to@ when he-mur 
i: or TD In 297.6 


ln 


& Javy. 


ovine ar'it how he will (though b che 'mur= 
der of his Father ) however cog A 
In his good intentions; Tt is without dotbt 2 
26 wn deſign” for any man ro prevene his 
bour from running Into fin, and hazard= 
De is Sofil-by'it 3/ and therefore C Krorging 
to this Dodrine )- "his next Neighbour. mip 
&tiknockhim on the head to prevent his con- 
rituancein fin; or chearhim of his Eftate, to 
en hisrunning into drunkenneſs and 'de- 
auchery by it, 
Nextto this DoQtrine of a good 
ix thitof'a good Conſcience ;' nay, a of 
the ſame kindred with it; * For if men beranghe 
that their-owniCoriſcience is the ſole modera- 
rx of alf-their ations; and be not well in- 
frudted how to inform their Conſciences a- 
right, they neceſſarily run themſelves into all 
thoſe crimes before, mentioned, ' For ſuppoſe 
at this Dorine be but preach'd amongſt the 
e,that he thatacts alter his, 'Con- 
Yay is therefore excuſable before God (as 
iE-ismoft frequently raughr in our hlawfalAſ- 
ſemblies A wall - ff _m_ _e beg 
ours are Wi ey may 
poke: 4d 6 Date” So that if a-man' be 
bur prepoſſe # with chat opinion of 'a'good 
ineention.z or | of, Dominion and Righr being 
foimd in grace, or that of F. 0.” thatto fol- 
fow :ſacceſs is to follow: providence , oy 2 


Suſan others that might and have  becn 


oO LAM KG ©. 


yea A 
asany man intheworld, ;- 


Next to thus (or rather the very ſame) is our. 
Authors: Do&niae of. every vans ner 
himſelf. by his own Herken for he ha | 


hereby made Schiſm, Hereſie; Inhdelity-and A= 


por the man may run into any crimes that can - 
thought on,-and that with the greateſt con- 
fidence,- and aſſurance of his eternal happineſs. 
And yet-I would faign know of our Politicians. 
what civil Law can take notice of theſe Do- : 
Qrines, otevery mans being governed by his 
own-conicience or his:own reaſon 2 
Oh! the bleſſed peace, and incomparable 
quiet that would poſſeſs the world, if it was- 
butſo.wiſeto be governed by his Politicks,and 
would butler every one enjuy his own Religi- 
on ! that 1s,: if every man that. hath itching 
Ears was permitted to heap up teachers to him- 
{e]f according to his own lutts 2 - 
| G 3 What 


ay TD ADS 
2 wns' 

had much better endicralers os 

world > For who then (faith he) wer Fong 


rel about matters of Rel 6 ng 
F think 1] have alres prov'd that every 


body would, 'that is ore w the eofeton 
of any Religion whatſoever: for he muſt (if 
he be true to himſelf in his choice) chooſe that” 
way of Religion, which he'chinks the neareſt 
moſt certain way -to happineſs, and con- 
ſequeutly when he hah made char choice, he 
. m_ think himſelf in 2 berter _—_ Fs 
mtr his way, and. 
bye the ſame reaſon mu't every one chat differs 
from him think himſelf in a berter way then he: 
and- would not this ar laft amount to-conttmued 
1 rip prying Frm inſt &- 
very-man ? for would not charity oblige me 
even by force (if no other ways wilt do it) to 
compel others into my way, to prevent the 1m= 
.minent danger of their ſouls, which 1 muſt 
needs think them in, whileſt they continued in 
any other way of Religion : > this muſt there- 
fore be the natural conſequence of things , if 
men be fincere in their Religion. For 1t can- 
not beſaid that every man might be ſaved in 
his own Religion ; For this were to counte- 
nance 
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kd 


(x51) 

nance all cheerimes in the world; and toprove | 
chat men might be ſaved, | they were 
guiley of all of them, as well as he chat is inno« 
cetie; fince I have proy'd it poſſible that they 
raighte- (vay probable that they mink} be ed in 
rvany wilauies Wharlcever, by their-miltakes 
k-Relipion: And lafipychis would alf6 indent 
ly follow from hence, (whac-owr Author 
t- endeayonred:- t9 -prove ) vie hae 
hy rh nk berry he ern are 
an equa} poſſibthey of ſalvazton with the wk» 
ISA 27G A ECD 
_ WhareforenalefSourAnther could:(by this IF 
new device of his; of every man's enjoying his Þ 
ewn Religion) bring men meo'the grefſeft bye. = 
pocrifie or Atheiſm, he 1s never the nearer {& | 
eating ths pouce of the wortd'froms ic... Be& © 

| have Tot flready 'prov'dy that 'if men afied 
according to' their-different Opiaions in Relt4- 
gtorr (which all char ave Religions muſt do, 
that they muſt neceſſarily be !ed ineo fuch a&t- 
ons as would difturb, if not quite deſtroy, the 
Peace of our Nation, of ariy government im the 
- whole Worid # I dare challenge our Author to 
ſhow me when Thave fail'® inthe proof of 
x; intheſeexamplesI havegivenof the Sefta- 
vies at this prefent time amohplt us, | 
' Bur it may belhethitiks, that if every mat! if 

nd who gb th his own Religion, this * |} 
would. ſoon: reduce. = world 11t0 —__ # 
& > 4+ ang: 


and -perhaps he 
that very end and detign 
to believe.it, and*think- I have reaſon enough 


ques deſtroy; 
eb 10. confident, 
; toſay)1 have already undeniably-demonſtraced, 
_ What chen remains ? but that that he doth 
angenuouſly acknowledge he was inan errours 
and that he was led into 1c by an over-hugh con- 
Ceit of his own pares;methinks it wou'd be a far; 
proacer. teltimony of his ingenuity then any:he 
Sgiven, if he would labour ſpecdiiy to unde- 
ceiye- (as far-as he 'can.)* his nawary Rea- 
ders, who have been. roq much- venom'd 
. by his poyſonous aud pernicious opinions; 
by dealing honeltly md | plainly with them, 
and by explaining himſe!f in ſuch ſort, as-that, 
we may have no longer juſt reaſon co. ſuſ- 
pet that che whole defiga of his Book was di- 
rect'y intended again{t the Doctrine and Diſci- 
pline of the Church of Enzland 3 and indeed-to 
' Patronize all irreligion and Atheiſm, This con- 
fideration 1 refer to the Gentleman's own great 
bumi ity ad good nture : though(I mult con- 
feſs) I have bur littie hopes that this advice will . 
have any tolerable hoe or influence upon him, 
ſince he tells us, that it 1s as greata Martyrdom 
to acknowledge an errour, as it is tolay down 
ones life for the Truth ; and Iam very confidene 
this Author hath no great maw to Martyrdom, 
Where- 
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--"Wherefore I one!y refer- it-to our Gover- 
nous, © whether it is notneceſſary"to make hum 
doit 2. Since therefore withour' Religion no 
Society can be preſerved, andfince all confu- 
fion would follow all Religions, and tharof all 
the Religions in the whole world, this :of our 
Church of Englind is the moſt peaceable it 
ts Doctrine, and moſt -moderate in its'Diſct- 
pline, . Ler al} that love the Peace'of the*Nati- 
on joyn in our mutual prayers and endeayours 
for the Peace and Unity of the Church, | 
But theſe: endeayours are all yain (faith 
our Sir Pol.) for both reaſon and experience 
tells us, thar the hopes of Unity in Religton are 


| 


mpoſlible. 


- Bur (I pray: you Sir) what reafon, what 
experience telisus ſo. ? All. the reaſon” that 'T 
know of, is only becauſe your Worſhip would 
haveit'fo. Have we:not fuch laws; as if they 
were executed would eaſily guard our Religt-' 
on, and prevent Schiſmaticks. from Tnaking 
parties and factions in our Nation ?''Did they 
not do1t 1n Queen Elizabeth's time, and at 
the firſt return of his. Sacred Majeſty that now 
reigns ? and whar ſhonld: hinder bue they 
might do it now, were there but the ſame true 
E nglif}; ſpirirs tro execute. them ? Oh { but now 
the Seftaries are grown too numerous to be 
ſuppreſſed : But what's the reaſon of their en« 
creaſe amongſt us? was 1t not becanfe our: 
Laws (by a maleyolent junchwe of affairs)- 
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have been.) plaid ah 
, een-lately-laid/afleep,andt were never yet 
awakened by 2 due execution: of- them ? Shall 
we then becauſe: they are numerous, let thew 
mumbers/{t4ll encreale ?- they muſt be. ſuppreſs 
&d. at laft, or elſeall things muſt run unto/con« 
fuſion :-- And L'only defire eur Engitſh Nobili- 
(and Gentry (whoſe duty it 1s according to 
IE oaths,S:his Maje lies: lare Proclamations. 
to fee them execured); to-confider, thar if rheyt 
will not ſuppreſs them-by the execution of the 
-Eaws, they will ſoon arrive at that heighth 
that the Long Sword muſt do it,, or elſe there 
thall -beno Government at all in our Nation + 
and:when.an. Army'hazh. once got into-pay we 
know. how hard ir'wul be to get rid.of 1, and. 
how dangerous: it will prove to: the Liberty 
Ind Propriety:of the Subjett,. as well as-to the- 
Prerogatives: of the Crown. For 2 ſtanding 
Army. is mach like forreign Aids, which if 
they are Vidtors; moſt commonly-prove worſe 
to thie:Nationithavthey come to aſſitt, then the 
Worſt of their Enemies. - For they ſoon. grow: 
fp. infolent, thac the King himſelf mult be ſfub-. 
Jet to the Fayourite-officer: amongtt the Soul= 
diers, and wear his Crown no.longer then he 
pleafeth: and all the Proprieties and Eſtates 
of the Subjedts; ſhall-be held: in anew kmd of 
2enngn in:'capite, ſo that they may be diſſeiz'd: 
when our Lords of the Sword pleaſe, and that 
not byany Law, but only by: plain force. 
But'netther 1s this true that they: are ſo nu=. 
maecous as they” {em to be, bur that oy 
WOILgG: 


(155) 1 
woukt as-caftly decreaſe by a: brisk evetntivn _ 
of otir Laws, as they dig encceale by theip' 
neglect; For the greateſt-parr of 6iur*Conveti- | 
ticlers go to Meetings not out of. 'any. Þ} 
opinion} 1n Religion; /bae:'to! Eirry on forne Þ 
trade, or littte: interef} arkd: defign,.. or: xo" 
vindicate the reputdrion-of: char former rebet-' 
hous!a6tions, which Reaſons would: all ſooti; 
ceaſe if our Laws were'vigoroufly executed. * 

- For if 'we ſerfoully rake a view of 08r Naw 
tion,. we ſhill find tha6 by.our diviſions,. mew 
_ RI Phanaticks ;/ and that- 
ouriof: pr exeniee of pong: to Private. Meeringsy. 
they: rindi hag beabſend fd 
the publict Congregations; and' ro ſpend the 
Eords day either it fleeping' at home;! or elf 
wi their daily. employaents mn the Field',. 6 
inwhar is worſe, Ale-tionſt$;as drankenne(s 
and devanchery.: Bot I:can{peak ic byimy owls 
ſa<experience;:charig aplace'which hath beef 
an-ancient Searof: Diviſions eve? fincs the -lats - 
wats begian,:where they ferns probability that. 
the: Laws ſhould be exeamed! apainſt-them,.# .  # 
thirdipateat leaſt; if rocone half of the Pariſh It 
are in cheinpractife abſoliits Atheiſts,andwore * I 
aS ſipGodpatyretbriowheremalt 7 | 
' Theſe ar the ble{ſtd/: are tevieblEENeRs: Þ 
i feparation;and.of ewry:ones.eorjoying his Jþ 
own-Relipiongt to = 

I ſhall fs 'no#more concerning the/pofſibi- 
i= | ly of ſuppreffingDwifions artioiif{Fus,.. but 
olgJy'propoſe thelefew Queſtions, Evſt, 
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_ Birft, Whether if the Presbyterians were by 
ſome expedient 12569 IG wm with the 
_— the Laws might not eaſily reclaim the 
TEIT-? | | 
- Secondly, Whether many are not diſſenters, 
becauſe they would:/pretend Conſcience for nor: 
paying Tyrhes > and whether ſuch-a Law as 
ld compel them to pay all Tythes and Dues 

ro 'the Church, would not reclaim many of 
them, and hinder a great many more from run- 
" Ningoyertorheirparty ? 11's 
- Thirdly, Whether ſome better proviſion for 
Vicars in great Corporation-towns might- not- 
much ſecure the Unity of the Chwch, by keep<: 


ing the Clergy ih a capacity to ſubſiſt, without: 


an abſolure ependence upon the people ? For 
hereby they wauld be encouraged: ro defend 
the Church and its Inſtitutions,. without fear 


of. ſtarving themſelves and their Families s 


and would be kept from poverty and neceſſity, 


which brings a Ro——_ | ; notone)y upon their 
perſons but their profeſſions, and by conſe- 
quence upon Religion it ſelf. STERN 
Fourthly, Whether the prefent and immi- 
nent danger of Popery and Atheiſm, may nor. 


be thought a ſufficient motive to the Presbyte-. 


rians to \joyn. with the Church, of : England 
wpon fair propoſals of a reconctliatian > 
And whether it won!d not be convenient :to. 
ma{e this the firſt Propoſal, that they ſhould 
krſt agree amongſt themle]yes concerung crave 
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Slaps in which + they wonld be diſpens'd 

. Fifthly, ' Whether they that ſhall perſiſt in a 

wilful ſeparation after theſe 'Endeayours of 
Reconciliation, ſhall noraas juſtly deſerve robe 
quite put out of the proteQtion of all the Laws 
of the Realm as the Clergy did, who would not 
take the- Oath of Supremacy 2 And- whether 
this would not; be the beſt Expedient ;to re- 
claim them without giving our Magiſtrates the 

trouble of executing the Laws againſt them 2 . 

. Sixchly,. Whether the revivitg of our. Laws 
againſt Blalphemy-and {Atheiſm ,”:Uncleanneſs 
and: Debauchery', and: profaning the Lords 
day, would not very much pur a ſtop to. the 
growth of Schilm and -Fa&tion amongſt us? - 

_ "But our Author anſwers all theſe Queſtions 
at once 3 For he tells -us;, that though they 
might be compell'd to an outward Uniformity, 
yer every publick diſturbance breaks all thoſe 
Bonds, and then ſach compulſions -beget and. 
ripen all Diſorders, | 

Is not the ſame thing always evident in all 
other Laws whatſoever > Does not every Re- 
bellion:break all the Bonds of Humane Society, 
and. make Liberty to þe the'main pretenſe to 
draw.inthe people ? Whar then ſhall our Ma- 
etitrates .to prevent this pretenſe give every 
man a Liberty at all times 'to be govern'd by 
what Laws hepleaſcth, and fo at once cancel 
all the Laws of tae,Nation? Or will "y not 

| | not- 
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Crvenrihtabching & this ſear 'of  begerrinzy or 
ripening diſorders 1n times 0 2 omg: 
bance). rather endeavour top 
ar ail times'(as far ana—dby dS ener 
tiowot the Laws2VW hy then thould) this Reafon 
hold te deſtropReligion: by: letting Alt men eti- 
cheivown'> Ave there T WHTG one more 
| s caufed our of the pretie' of L- 
mar of Religion * Or- 1s it expedietit 
that men be left ro thewLiberty to deflroy one 
A Souls: b _ into Schifm,- Heres 
- 3am Aidan, In = ty and —_ ffode 
're{tzain'd by Laws from mjuy 
ofic aborher gn'their:Goods and: wr in, 
Nay, wan novall kind'of preſcht juries ts 
mens perfons m admal!'rime ( without 2 Ro 
of Fon ] be the neceſſary” and; unavoidable 
conſequence of 2: olenian of all Religions ® 
Have b nds already demonſtrated that-every: 
nians:<njoying” fiis-ownRelipion,: Would foon! 
men enter. into A or elſe into; 
tual and irreconcilable Diſpates and Quatrels. 
which woulddeftroy all Government? © 
He: therefore” (as his laſt tHift Y ſeemy to; 
infiuace thac this way be prevented by the 
reanoer of. eſtabliſhing this/Liberry-in *Coni- 
motweaich (whichihe fe would require art: 
eatiredifcourte by:itfelf )/ when Tee thatdill. 


courſe, 1'thall confider it,and makenio dotibe* 


to-anfwer it fully, Tache mean time, Tſhallf 
anclyecll hin thus, That if he'catypropoſeſuch: 
2 
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4 way of an univerſal Tolerarion,- that ſhalt '} 


neither contradict his own Principle of every 
man enjoying his own Religion, nor requite- a 
Eris mibi mazit's Apollo, For till Iſee iedone,. 
ETmult believe it abſolutely impoſſible. * 

-F have more particularly examined- all that- 
can appear with any ſhew of Argument for a. 
| nha.t 7 Toleration. of all Religions; becauſe 

'ſuſpeCt this is our Authors. great Diana, ever 
the main deſign- of his-whoie Book; For iv is! 
printed in a diſtin Character fronv the*reſt 
of lis Book,, that every man- ſhould enjoy his; 
own Religton, as though: it was intended: that / 
every Reader ſhould rake 2 mote patticularno-. 
tice of thoſe words.then'of any thung cl in his: 
whole Book. '_*Ra 


His Fourth-and laft Argument or Defence of 
his Cauſe ( which he thinks ſoſtrong that ie: 
needs-not the aſliltance of any other) I- muſt 
beg his pardon,. if I deal plainly with: him. 
and tell him-thar it ts the moſt ſenſlefs and ri-- 
dicutous conſequence that ever I met with its 
my life, either 1n his Book or in any/other, 

The ſunof it 1{hall as near as Tcanfſer downs 
in his own words, vip... dt 

*: Itis impoſſible that everany man ſhoulds 

© have been, is, . or hereafter can be guided: 

«by any thing eiſe buthis own Reaſon, as: 

1nallother hrnes, fo: 10 matters of Re-- 

*:lio1 0;. i, 
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JD faith .at over again, and gives Reaſons 
or1t; _ | oF on tay 
« I ſay impoſſible, © For. .inall belief, and 


. in all other aCtions the laſt appeal-is 
«to Reaſon. For I choole to believe this 
.  ** or rhat Doctrine, or-to do this or that 
..* Attion, becauſe I have ſome Reaſon for 


C-Mot hf kl is or 


Now the conſequence he aims at in all this 


muſt bethis or nothing to his purpoſe ; there- 
fore eyery man ought to be left onely and who]- 
ly'to his own Reaſon (as in all other things ) 
ſo.in Religion, quierly to enjoy his own, 
..Now:lcr us, bur conſider how far men are 
Jeft to their own Reaſon in all other matters, 
and it will ſoon appear that our Author hath 
overthtowu his whole Book by this Argument 
which he thinks ſo-impregnable a defence of 
ads -3219-: Us = 

- The inward ſentiments of every mans Reaſon 
in-all Aﬀairs ' whatſoever. ( notwithtandin 
any: Law )- are, ever were, and always wx, 
bei free. For nothing 1s freer then thought, 
All. men are left to their own judgmenes' to 
think what they will of the wiſdom or folly, 
juſtice or injuſtice, convenience or inconvent- 
ence,: of thoſe Laws they liveunder, becauſe 
it1s impoſlible for men to know their thoughts, 
much more to reſtrain them. And hath not 
every man the yery ſame Liberty in —_ 

Reli- 


” ' 
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(161) * 
Religion, in: the Church: of Fxgl4nd-to: think 
Iſappoſe we we agreed. 
[:\Byg,now: 25;48.A1l other. concerns Hough, 
men havea liberty :to think what they pleafe, 
ſo long as. they'keep their TOs 40 them». 
elyes;. yet their words and: aCtions' are -and, 
muſt be reſtrained by laws : becauſe dy cither. 
of theſe the Commonwealth: might be damn. 
bed, and our mural peace difurd's. So 
all concerns of Religion. there is not., nos. cap 
be any reſtraint upon. our thoughts, ſa-long._ as 
we keep them within: our own breaſt. but if 
they ſhow themſelyes in words or aGtions con- 
trary.co.the Laws of the Church (becauſe the 
Unity of the Church and : conſequently of the 
State 115 endangered, and meas eternal ſalya- 
tion hazarded by. the propagation of falſe Re- 
ligions), therefore penalries. are abſolutely ne- 
ceilary to reſtrain mens words and aCtions in 
matters of. Religion as well as 1n any other 

affairs whatſoever, | 
 La{tly, As no furtheruſe of reaſon. is or can 
be allowed to every man in any Common- 
wealth in thoſe things which are determined 
by Laws, bur onely fo far, as to judge whe- 
ther he can or will obey them, or whether he 
will ſuffer the penalties of them : ſo no other 
liberty can beallowed 1n the Church to every 
man, onely ſo far, as to judge whether it is 
molt reaſonable for him to obey her Canons 

+7 


what he will of any of her injunRtions 2. Sofar, | 
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or to fuffer hier Cenſures,. and he periles 

: Conf tal upon then : and asno/ good fibs 
ject or member fie to live in'a Commonwedlelt 
can''think this reſtraint mmreaſonabſe'in'civiÞ 

—_ becauſe'the peice 'of the focicty does 


rily requitet : fo for the fame reaſo 
—_— manitothink ſacharefrainenbrexfons 
able 1h religious affairs, becanſe I have already 
prov'd that an abſolute liberty in religfoth 
would be equally dayxerons to the-quiet of 2 
Nation, as an abſolute licentionfirels or free= 
domifrom al laws. Neither is'any maris Gott 
reſſx3mned hereby, for he is Jeft to iis own free 

A>viee (as mall aviltlaws, fo in all laws. of 
the Church) to coofirtt his own reaſon, whe 

ther he will obey them, or whether he wilt | W! 
venture all the puniſhments of fout- and body,. | kit 
which may be the conſequence of his contern | 
ard diſobedience, cx wherfier he will' quit the Rar 
place where'they are m force and execution; 

- Wherefore there-isno'need of any alteration 
of the preſent State of the Church of Engiand 
by lerting every man emoy his own Religion, 
to allow him the ſame Hiberry im Religion as 
he hath in all other matters. ANY 

' Foras weſce it evidently in the State, that 
was eyery man left free 1n 'evexy thing to be 
guided:by his: own Reaſon only (the mot of 
men being ſo much blinded as they are wirh 
fgnorance,, paſſion and intereſt, &c. the which 

icy would: neceſſarily. miſtake for ther - 
n 


C 


* 32; 


| m—_—_.:-- 
fon} th* wholeNation wonldbe turt's info 2 
Field of Blood, and an heap of skulls and dead. 
mens bones; and 1m a ſhort time berendred 
more- deſslate then the habirartans -of | the- 
fiereeft beafts, by the frequent crimes of de+ 
banch'dperfons, ws it nor for the due-cxecu-" 
tio” of wholfome Laws to reſtrain their *de- 
banchery : fo.in matters of Rel7gion, if there: - 
were no ws to keep men ig Jne bounds (burt- 
every man ſhould be ft tor be gnided onely by 


umelf). ft the many” miftakes 'of fis. 
own Rf (oi crery fndn'is Abel: 
the whole Nation would foon ' be over-rutt 
with our Authors good Clienes, Fews, Turks, 
Heathens and Atheiſts, and by conſequence, 
with Bands, Thieves, and Murderers,  andall_ 
kind of debauchees 2nd He&tors. - - 

For my part Iamnor in love with fuch'com- 
pays and therefore do defire thar men. might 

he'd withts the due bounds of Law: But 
if this Gencleman be fon loye with them, that 
he wou'd have them encouraged by taking a= 
way any laws that might reſtrain them, I hall 
leaye it to our Governours to conſider, whe- 


{ther it is reaſonable to grant him his requeſt : 


and whether he hath not well deſerved the 
publick thanks of the King and Privy-Council 
and both Houſes of Parliament, for the great 
pains he hath taken in his Book, and for his 
moſt ſafe, moſt natural, and moſt peaceable 
Politick Propoſals he hath made in it, for the . 
IC 
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+ Thus Ltake my leave of this Author and his: 
Book togecher ; onely addingthis one word to 
him, "that I have in no part of. my -Examinati- 
on of his Pamphler, 1a1d any thing but what 
my own Reaſon dittated to me, and therefore 
he cannot. be angry with me upon. his own 


* 


Principles, becauſe I have guded my ſelf 


wholly by my own Reaſon. LE 
. And Tamſure I ſhall neyer\be angry with 
my {elf for any thing that I have here. written, 
becauſe I know I have writ, nothing but what 
became an honelt - Plain-dealing Countrey 

Gearleman, -.. | £3 Copet 
Wherefore (let-the event be what it will) 
I remainfully ſatisied in my own. Conſcience 


by having endeavour'd to do my duty, and to 
ſhow my ſelf 2 fincere lover, of Peace , Reli- 
gion, and the true interelt of England, 


THE END. 


a 
- 


Advertiſement to the Rea- ' 
der, and the Writer of 
Flumane Reaſon, 


Onely defire that they would do me juſtice, 

in fully conſidering every Paragraph of Hu 
mane Reaſon with my particular Examination: 
of it, and in comparing them impartially ; and - 
then let them cenſure me how they will, I ſhall 
' not be much concern'd at it, bur ſhall till re- 
'MAIN, ; 


Their humble Seryant, 


A, M. 


